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The 
Gardening News

What Is Your Gardening Style?
You may think it is a rather strange question but many people who study personality 
believe the way people work that brings them joy and satisfaction can be categorized. It 
is called a work style. Read on and I will explain how one writer has applied this idea to 
gardeners. This writer believes that an understanding of your personal style will increase 
your enjoyment of gardening.

You might see a picture in a magazine and say, “I wish my garden looked like that.” Are 
you sure? Does the picture really match the time and effort you want to put into your 
gardening? You can enjoy your own garden more if you rid yourself of guilt and try to 
meet your own needs. For this reason gardens should be different because not all life-
styles are the same.

Understanding your gardening lifestyle will make planning your garden easier and help 
you make better plant choices. If you realize you like a tidy garden, you should avoid 
messy sprawling plants. If you prefer efficiency and independence, a plant that requires 
frequent attention is not for you.

While you may not wholly agree with the following descriptions, it is a view of garden-
ing we rarely observe. I hope it will provide some incite into your own gardening and its 
style.

Farmers: Many of the gardeners who fall into this category learned their growing 
skills on a farm; they continue to use the same techniques in their gardens. My father was 
a typical “farmer” gardener. During the war we had a “Victory Garden” in a very small 
backyard. His garden was always tidy and clean. Everything was planted in rows and 
weeds were judiciously removed. He believed the only good bug was a dead bug. Most 
farmers own a tiller, shredder, tractor or other major power tool. We didn’t because our 
plot was small but my brother and I did a lot of digging, raking and hoeing. The farmer’s 
primary concern is the production of the crop. Even landscaping and turf is thought of 
as a crop.

Specialists: Specialists are “one–plant” gardeners. While they may enjoy planting 
some other plants, flowers and shrubs, their primary joy is the growing, propagation, 

Those Helpful Spiders
Don’t kill the spiders in your garden. 
Researchers from the University of Ten-
nessee have found that insect damage on 
cabbage, brussels sprouts and potatoes 
were significantly less when lots of spiders 
were on patrol.

“What attracted them was a grass-like 
mulch, i.e., grass clippings, straw or salt 
hay between the rows,” says Richard Weir, 
a Cornell Cooperative Extension agent, 
in his newsletter, Garden Guides. When 
spiders were removed from the mulched 
plots, insect damage was the same as on 
those crops growing in unmulched rows of 
bare ground.

Pictures
The Club has two projects under way that 
require pictures. Gus is spearheading the 
calendar project and Fred Kreutzer needs 
pictures for the newsletter.

If in your reading of magazines you see 
pictures of local plants we would like cop-
ies of the pictures or a reference to where 
we can find them. Only magazine pictures 
would be appropriate, newspaper pictures 
are not good enough to reproduce.

These are not easy projects to bring to frui-
tion. We need your help.
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President’s Message
— Pat Urschel

Welcome Back.  Once again it’s that time of the year when we can start 
thinking about another year for Garden Club activities.  Hopefully we’ve 
all had enough of the Florida heat and humidity and looking forward to 
the Fall.  Some of us are still enjoying being out of the Florida sunshine.  It 
so happens that all four of the present Club officers will not be in town for 
the first meeting in October.  Gus V. and Jim C. have graciously consented 
to fill in so we can kickoff the year as usual.  In a recent conversation with 
Jerry Frig it sounds like he is working on some interesting programs for 
this year’s meetings.  I am sure if anyone has any suggestions on topics 
and/or speakers, Jerry would be glad to hear from you.
It is not too early to start preparation for our annual Plant Sale in 
December.  Several of us during August participated in three work(sweat) 
sessions at Jim Chandlers.  We repotted many many plants to larger 
containers.  These plants were all the result of Jim’s labor of love, taking 
cuttings and watching them grow. Thanks to the seven or eight guys for 
their hard work and plenty of sweat required to accomplish this task.  For 
those of you who missed this opportunity, I am sure there will be many 
more leading up to and at the December Plant Sale.
Since a few of us will still be out of town for the October meeting, those in 
town please make an effort to attend this year’s kickoff meeting at Elsie 
Quirk.  I will see you all at the November meeting.
Regards, Pat

Upcoming Speakers

As Pat Urschel indicated Gerry Frig 
will not be at the October meeting 
and he has put together an interest-
ing list of speakers and programs 
for the coming year. Mark your 
calendars with this information: 
October 9. Louis Piche, with Crime 

Prevention of Southwest Flor-
ida, Inc. He will speak about 
making you and your home 
safe including your computer.

November 13 and December 11.
 Mike Pope of Bethel Farms in 

Arcadia will discuss Turfgrass 
Selection (November) and Turf-
grass Maintenance (December).

January 8. Annual Luncheon.
 Stig Dalfrom, Curator of the 

Orchid Identification Center 
at Selby Gardens will present 
“Orchid Hunting in the Andes.” 
He will also bring along some 
of his acrylic paintings of the 
orchids he has identified. He 
was a no-show last March but 
he will make up for that.

February 12 and March 11. A Lesco 
representative (no name yet) 
will present a program on the 
best management practices for 
Sarasota and Charlotte Coun-
ties on flowering and non-flow-
ering landscape plants.

He has some feelers out for the 
April speaker but it is pre-mature to 
mention it now
May of course is our annual picnic. 

Plant Sale  
We will be holding their annual plant sale on Saturday & Sunday, Decem-
ber 1 and 2, 2007. It is not too late to get those clippers out and snip some 
of the growing tips of your favorite landscape plants and start them in 
some peat moss. If you need some materials, pots, potting medium, in-
structions or suggestions, please call me at 697-7375 and I will be happy to 
come to your place. We started in April and now have several items ready 
to sell, but of course many more are needed.
Many thanks to the members who helped re-pot, weed and label those 
items over a 2-day work period during one of the hottest days of summer.
Now, we will need to give a repeat performance in late October of weed-
ing, re-potting, etc.  So, get ready to get some dirt under your fingernails, 
as I will be contacting YOU for assistance.
See you all at the October meeting!!  Jim Chandler
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sharing and showing of one particular type of plant. The plant of choice can be almost 
anything; some common specialities are roses, daylilies, irises, orchids, cacti, bonsai and 
dahlias. Specialists form societies, clubs, associations and exchanges, through which they 
share information and help novices get started. They strive to create the perfect growing 
conditions for their favored plant.

Landscapers: These gardeners are often professionals. Their task is to create a setting 
or backdrop for a home, and then leave it alone. They use words like “balance,” “mood,” 
“color harmony” and “minimal maitenance.” Their favorite plants are perennials and ev-
ergreens plus a few annual bedding plants. Hardscape features such as patios, walkways, 
edging and statues are as important to their composition as shrubs and ground covers. 
Like farmers they have little tolerance for anything, growing or crawling, that interferes 
with their plans.

Artists:  Artists are gardeners of necessity. They are painters, illustrators, photogra-
phers, and designers who grow their own lives and landscapes. What they grow usually 
depends on their artistic styles, but most eventually evolve into “collectors” or “nature 
lovers.”

Collectors: This the gardener who tries anything and everything. If it lives, it stays in 
the garden. In a collector’s garden you’ll find annuals, perennials, evergreens, bulbs, trees, 
shrubs, vines and even a cactus or two, often jumbled together in the informal style of a 
cottage garden. Collectors like to visit other gardens and borrow plants and ideas. The 
like to experiment and dabble. Collectors allow a few weeds to grow here and there, and 
are likely to encourage the presence of beneficial insects. They have little need for power 
tools because they prefer the crowded, unkempt look of twining vines and drooping 
limbs.

Nature Lovers: Most nature lovers become gardeners quite by accident. They may 
begin gardening because they want to encourage birds, butterflies and other creatures to 
wander across their yard. Once they start digging to plant something to bring the crea-
tures to the yard they are hooked. Nature lovers grow whatever attracts the local wildlife. 
They seldom own power tools because those items make too much noise and accomplish 
too much too quickly. Nature lovers are dawdlers and putterers.

There you have the basic styles but I believe most of us are combinations of these styles 
in various degrees. You may have noticed that all the styles fall into two categories: the 
gardeners (farmers, specialists and landscapers)  who are happiest when their gardens are 
neat and clean. In the other category are gardeners (artists, collectors and nature lovers) 
that enjoy a degree of mess. The first group are interested in the end product of garden-
ing. They want to produce it quickly, efficiently and correctly. The second group enjoys 
the process of gardening. They like the feel of the earth, the sound of the birds and they 
enjoy being outside in their cluttered gardens with the wildlife just puttering around.

I’ve said before we are all a combination of styles. Self-examination should help you de-
termine where you fit and may help you work with your styles rather than against them.  
It may help you to enjoy your garden to a greater degree.     

Some Interesting Catalogs

Gardener’s Supply Company. 128 Intervale Road, Burlington   VT   05401
 1.800.427.3363  website:   www.gardeners.com

Wind & Weather, PO Box 966, 7021 Wolftown-Hood Road, Madison   VA   22727
 1.800.922.9463  website:   windandweather.com

If you are interested, I will have these catalogs at the October 9th meeting.

The Pleasure 
of October 
Gardening

As I have written many times in the past 
we are entering our best gardening month 
in southwest Florida. But don’t expect per-
fection. If you have lived in Florida for any 
length of time you know that Mother Na-
ture can be unpredictable. Hurricanes can 
happen until our water temperatures cool, 
tropical storms can bring a lot of rain even 
though our rainy season is said to wind 
down and it can stay warmer than usual 
throughout October. So we don’t plan for 
the unusual. We plan and prepare for our 
plantings in September and execute that 
plan in October. The following are some 
of the chores that need attention.

• Early October is the last time you 
should fertilize your woody plants. 
After that fertilizing may encourage 
new growth which could be killed by 
freezes.

• Adjust irrigation to meet seasonal 
conditions. That means less water 
during the winter because your plants 
require less. However, we have not 
had our usual rain during the summer 
so you may want to wait until No-
vember before you make the adjust-
ment.

• Fertilize lawn and landscape plants 
(see first item above) using a fertil-
izer such as 12-2-14 or 8-4-12 with 
at least 50 % slow-release nitrogen 
and potassium. Remember to avoid 
applying high-nitrogen (first number) 
fertilizers before cold weather arrives.

• Plant hardy annuals, vegetables and 
herbs. They should be lightly fertil-
ized every two to three weeks for 
their entire growing season.

• Prune oleander after they finish 
blooming.

• This is a good time to divide perenni-
als.

• Citrus needs adequate water this 
time of year as fruit matures. You can 
expect some fruit splitting.

• Watch for chinch bugs and brown 

What Is Your Gardening Style?
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October Event Calendar
The following events have been selected for this list because they are no 
more than a 90 minute drive from Englewood.

October 5–7. 8 to 5 Fri., 8–3 Sat and Sun. Fall Festival and Plant Sale. 
Huge variety, special prices. Supplies, books, seminars, raffles, door 
prizes, fun! Free parking, admission. Tropiflora, 3530 tallevast Rd. 
Sarasota. 941.351.2267.   <www.tropiflora.com>.

October 6. 9 to 12. Master Gardener Fall Plant Sale. Herbs, natives, but-
terfly plants, trees, shrubs, seeds, more. Displays, expert advice. Bring 
a wagon. Pinellas County Extension. 12520 4lmerton Road, Largo. 
727.582.2599.  <www.flbg.org>.

October 13. 9–3. Master Gardener Plant Sale. Florida friendly plants, 
edibles, succulents, ferns, groundcovers, more. Expert advice. Bee 
Ridge Park, corner of Wilkinson and Lockwood Ridge Roads. Sarasota.  
941.497.6876.

October 20–21. 9 to 3. Plant & Antiques Sale. Garden accessories,  rafts, 
lectures, entertainment. Palma Sola Botanical Park. 9800 17th Avenue 
NW. Bradenton. 941.761.2866.

October 27–28. 10 to 5 Sat., 10 to 4 Sun. Sarasota Fern Sale and Show. 
Growing tips, raffle, information. Selby Gardens. 811 South Palm Ave. 
941.378.9146.

The Pleasure of October Gardening

patch in St. Augustine, and mole 
crickets in bahia grass.

• Apply pre-emergent herbicides to 
lawns, bedded and mulched areas to 
control winter annual weeds if you 
have had a problem with them in the 
past.

• If you bought some northern bulbs, 
such as tulips and daffodils, they 
should be chilled in the refrigerator 
and planted in late December or early 
January. They will persist year-to-year 
here.

• Set out strawberries and bulb onions.

• Watch for sod webworms and twig 
girdlers.

• Prepare your Christmas cactus for 
holiday bloom by giving it six to nine 
weeks and 12 to 15 hours uninter-
rupted darkness needed to set buds.

• If you are so inclined this is the time 
to plant roses.

• Maintain your mulch level at a three 
inch depth.

• If you have plants that require a lot of 
water and are not doing well after the 
poor rainy season we had this summer 
it may be time to consider replacing 
them with more drought tolerant 
plants.

In the last few years I have not included 
lists that can be planted now or are in 
bloom. The following plants are for our 
area:

Annuals to plant:
Ageratum, alyssum, baby’s breath, bach-
elor button, begonia, calendula, celosia, 
coleus, dusty miller, geranium, impatiens, 
lobelia, marigold, melampodium, nas-
turtium, nicotiana, ornamental cabbage, 
pansy, petunia, salvia, snapdragon, statice 
and zinnia.

Perennials to plant:
Agapanthus, amaryllis, blue daze, call lily, 
chrysanthemum, cigar plant, coreopsis, 
crinum lily, dianthus, elephant ears, gaillar-
dia, gerbera daisy, gloriosa lily, iris, liatris, 
Mexican petunia, pentas, sages, Shasta 
daisy, society garlic, verbena and whirling 
butterflies.

Vegetables and herbs to plant:
Anise, basil, beans, beets, borage, broccoli, 
carrot, cauliflower, celery, chervil, chives, 
collards, coriander, early corn, cucum-
ber, cumin, fennel garlic, kale, kohlrabi, 
leek, lettuce, mustard, onions, parsley, 
peas, pepper, radish, rosemary, rutabaga, 
spinach, strawberries, thyme, tomato and 
turnips.

Plants flowering in October:
Allamanda, bird-of-paradise, bottlebrush, 
bougainvillea, cape honeysuckle, casia, 
coral vine, cordia, dwarf poinciana, false 
dragonhead, firecracker plant, fiespike,  
golden rain tree, hibiscus, ixora, lantana, 
lion’s ear, Mexican heather, oleander, 
periwinkles, Philippine violet, red and yel-
low shrimp plants, plumbago, rose, rouge 
plant, thryallis, thunbergia, tibouchina, 
Turk’s cap and flowering annuals.

Over the years you have probably noticed 
that your plants have grown putting 
smaller plants in more shade. The cooler 
weather may give you the opportunity to 
move them to an area where they will get 
more sunlight.

Annuals
“Annuals are those plants that cre-
ate bursts of color in gardens from 
mid-summer to the frosts of au-
tumn.” That is a typical definition 
found in many gardening books, 
by authors who have never expe-
rienced our weather in October to 
February in southwest Florida. It is 
this time of the year that we plant 
annuals in our landscapes to give 
us that “burst of color” which these 
authors describe as a northern sum-
mer but it is our winter. Plant your 
annuals and enjoy them.
This piece is a caution about using 
catalogs, magazine articles, and 
other printed material. They must 
always be evaluated as to their geo-
graphical orientation. If it works in 
Dayton, Ohio it may not work here.

Be careful! 
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Plant of the Month

Daylilies
Daylilies belong to the genus Hemerocallis and are not true lilies. This Greek word is 
made up of two parts: hemera meaning day and kallos meaning beauty. The name is 
appropriate since each flower lasts only one day. Some of the newer varieties have flowers 
that open in the evening and remain open until the evening of the next day. But don’t 
think when this one flower dies your plant goes dormant until next year. Each scape 
(flower stalk) of a daylily plant produces an abundance of flower buds, typically more 
than a dozen, that open over a long time during the heat of the summer. For this reason 
daylilies look best when planted in groups, either in a perennial border or as mass plant-
ings along a fence or walkway. 

Although there are many different species of daylilies such as those you find along the 
roadside (Hemerocallis fulva) most that are planted by home gardeners are hybrid 
cultivars. There are thousands of daylily cultivars, and they can be grouped in a variety 
of ways. Some of the most common groupings are by bloom time (early, mid–, and 
late), flower color (white to purple), scape height (6 inches to 3 feet tall), or flower form 
(trumpet, double, ruffled, recurved). Choosing specific cultivars you can have daylilies 
blooming all summer, of various heights, different colors and various shapes.

Daylilies can also be grouped by plant type. The following are some of the types of daylil-
ies you may encounter.
Dormant: These plants die back to the ground in the fall regardless of the weather and 
grow best in cold climates. They are not for our area in southwest Florida. Most daylily 
cultivars fall into this category.
Evergreen/Semi–evergreen: These daylilies have foliage that stay green or semi–ever-
green all winter in mild climates. These cultivars are best adapted to warm–climate areas 
such as southwest Florida.

Daylilies flower best when planted in full sun (6 hours/day), in moist well-drained soil. 
Although they are adaptable to most soils, they do best in a slightly acidic, moist soil that 
is high in organic matter.  In southwest Florida, dark-colored cultivars should receive 
some afternoon shade to help them retain their flower color. When planted in the 
correct location, daylilies will flower for years with very little care. They do not require 

fertilization other than a yearly addition of 
compost.

Amend the soil with compost before 
planting the daylilies. Space the plants 12 
to 18 inches apart and plant them so the 
crown is 1 inch below the soil. Water well 
and mulch with bark, hay or straw to con-
serve moisture and prevent weeds from 
growing. Although resilient once estab-
lished, young transplants should be kept 
weed free and well watered the first year. 
Although daylilies tolerate drought, they 
perform best in moist, but well-drained 
soils. One inch of water weekly is ideal. 
more frequent watering may be necessary 
on sandy soils. In most cases more water 
is not better. It is also advisable to remove 
seed pods after bloom to prevent seed pro-
duction. Plants producing seed are likely 
to have fewer flowers the following year.
Daylilies have few pests. To keep them 
healthy it is prudent to keep the area 
around daylilies open and airy. Remove 
diseased or dead foliage and water plants 
when rainfall is insufficient.
One of the few routine maintenance 
chores required of daylilies is dividing 
them. Depending on their growth, your 
daylily clump will usually become crowded 
after four or five years and flowering 
will diminish. In southwest Florida, late 
summer is the best time to make this 
division. Dig up individual clumps with 
a sharp knife or spade. Separate healthy 
young plants with strong root systems, cut 
back the foliage and replant immediately 
in compost-amended soil. There will be 
many extra plants from each clump that 
can be given to friends or planted in a new 
bed. Small or diseased plants should be 
discarded.
Daylilies are regional performers which 
means they grow well only in certain parts 
of the country, usually over three hardi-
ness zones. For this reason, you should 
purchase daylilies from a local nursery, a 
nursery within the state or a nursery no 
further away than a neighboring state. 
A visit to a private or public garden that 
features daylilies might help you make the 
best decision.

If you plant daylilies, “Mr. Daylily,” one of 
our former members, will smile.


