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Kym & Stan Festa
“What water feature is right for You?”
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The 
Gardening News

Since the membership has voted to change the club’s voting procedures it is also neces-
sary to change certain sections of our Constitution and By-Laws. The following sec-
tions  need to be changed so they are in keeping with the voting changes. They will be 
discussed and voted upon at our next meeting on February 12. Please read these changes 
carefully and bring your copy of the changes with you to the meeting.

To help you understand the proposed changes some conventions were used in the text 
below. In most cases the following applies:
• If it is printed in regular text, it is part of the original Constitution and By-Laws, or 

in may be marked Explanation: where an explanation of the change can be found.
• Most sections that have a proposed change are printed twice. The first time it is 

how it appears in the Constitution and By-Laws except that the proposed change is 
printed in bold text. The second time the entire section is printed in italics to show 
how the proposed change will appear in the new By-Laws. An Explanation usually 
follows. 

What follows are the changes that have been proposed.
 

By–Laws of the Men’s Garden Club of Englewood
Drop the term Constitution. It doesn’t apply. 

Article 3. Membership and Dues.
Section 2. The dues shall be $15.00 per year, payable at the January meeting. All 

delinquents to be notified and if not paid by April 1st, shall be dropped from 
the club.

Section 2. The annual dues shall be paid by the January meeting. All delinquents to be 
notified and if not paid by April 1st, shall be dropped from the club.

Section 3. The fiscal year shall coincide with the calendar year.

Proposed Changes to the 
Constitution and By-Laws of the 

Men’s Garden Club of Englewood

Gardening in 
Southwest Florida in 

February
February in southwest Florida offers many 
opportunities to garden. But we have to 
be a little patient because there is still the 
possibility of a freeze until the end of the 
month. February is a month to prepare, 
plan, transplant, prune and fertilize. That 
should give us a good head start for our 
spring.

We can help our homes and gardens if we 
think about modifying our landscapes 
so they will be more energy efficient by 
planting or transplanting trees and using 
micro-irrigation. The pay-off of planting 
trees on the east or west side of your home 
may not be realized for a number of years 
but they will increase the value of your 
real estate. The micro-irrigation should 
provide an immediate benefit by using less 
water and getting the water you use right 
to the roots.

This is the time to put down the initial 
fertilizer applications to turf and land-
scape plants. Try to find a fertilizer with a 
1 to 1 ratio of nitrogen to potassium and 
30 to 50 percent of these elements in slow-
release form (13-3-13, 8-2-8, 12-4-12 or 
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     The Gardening News is published by the Men’s Garden Club of Englewood each month there is a club meeting. There are meetings 
each second Tuesday at 9:30 a.m. during the months of October to May at the Elsie Quirk Library, 100 West Dearborn Street, Englewood   
Florida, 474.3515. In January, we have our annual luncheon meeting at a local restaurant.
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President’s Message
— Pat Urschel

Once again the Garden Club’s annual luncheon was a great success. The 
meal was great as usual and the Black Forest Cake dessert was a real hit. 

The speaker. Stig Dalstrom from Selby Gardens was very informative as 
well as entertaining. His presentation “Orchids in The Andes” was por-
trayed through his painting of actual orchids as he viewed them in their 
natural surroundings. He also displayed some of his paintings for our en-
joyment. For those interested he also had prints available for purchase. As 
an added bonus he donated to the Club three differant prints of various 
orchid paintings. This was a result of our discussion during our business 
meeting that we are looking for new ways to raise money for the Club 
since the future of our annual plant sale is questionable. Now we must 
decide what the alternatives are to use these prints to benefit the Club in 
a monetary manner. We will be looking for suggestions on this subject at 
our next meeting.

At the luncheon Blair Morrissey was recognized for 27 years of active 
membership in the Garden Club. Jim Chandler was presented the “Out-
standing Service Award” for his dedication to the annual Plant Sale for 
the past several years. Without his time and effort the income we have 
received over the years from the sale would not have been possible.

Jerry Frig has arranged a trip to Bethel Farms in March. This promises to 
be an enjoyable outing. We will also be stopping for lunch. So bring your 
wife for an enjoyable tour and social day in Arcadia.

At the next meeting we will be discussing and voting on the changes to 
the Club’s by-laws as revised by Fred regarding the terms of the officers. As 
a result of this change we will now be electing officers for the 2008-2009 
year at our April meeting.

See you at the February 12th meeting when the LESCO Fertilizer rep-
resentative. tells all we need to know about properly maintaining our 
gardens and lawns.

Aquascape Water Features
February Speaker

Our February speaker, Kym Festa 
and her husband Stan have recently 
opened “The Pond Shop” located 
within the Sea Oats Nursery and 
Landscaping. She and her husband 
Stan have strong visual talents which 
are big asset in conceptualizing and 
building a small or large water garden 
on your property.

Stan Festa’s background includes 
ownership of a landscaping company 
in Connecticut. Kym’s background is 
graphics design and illustration, also in 
Connecticut. They are both certified 
as Certified Aquascape Contractors. 
Kym says, “Growing up in the wooded 
suburbs we were inspired by the many 
natural water features you find hiking 
through the woods and wanted to 
bring a slice of that to Florida.”

The topic of the program is “What 
Water Feature is Right For You?” It 
should be an interesting talk. 

If you have a question about ponds or 
waterfalls, etc., you have the oppor-
tunity to ask them a question ahead 
of time. Formulate your question and 
send it to them by email, <kym@
idigponds.com> and they will make 
sure to answer your question during 
their presentation. This is the first time 
that such an offer has been made by a 
speaker.
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Explanation: In Section 2. The amount of the dues should not be printed in the By-
Laws. Everything else stays the same. It is easier to change the dues amount if they are 
not part of the By-Laws. If you think it should stay as written just vote this section 
down. This is true of all the other changes that follow.

Section 3. This section has not been changed but we may want to make a change in the 
future. The question is, should the membership year start on January 1 or June 1 or some 
other date. If  you feel strongly bring it up during the discussion of this section.

Article 4. Government.
Section 1. The officers of the club shall be a President, Vice–President, Secretary 

and Treasurer. They shall be elected at the Annual Meeting to serve for one 
year or until their successors are elected. No member shall hold the office 
of President for more than two (2) consecutive years. All shall hold office 
without compensation or remuneration.

Section 1. The officers of the club shall be a President, Vice–President, Secretary and 
Treasurer. They shall be elected at the April meeting to serve a two year term. 
All shall hold office without compensation or remuneration. The President and 
Vice–President shall be elected in even numbered years and the Secretary and 
Treasurer elected in odd nutombered years.

Explanation: Section 1. In this section we are saying that the four officers of the club will 
serve for a two year period. The president and vice-president to be elected together while 
the secretary and treasurer to be elected the following year. Each officer will serve for two 
years so the nominating committee only needs to enter two candidates each year.

Section 2. Nominations shall be made by a committee of three (3) members ap-
pointed by the President, in sufficient time to present their slate at the regular 
meeting preceding the Annual Meeting. This committee shall have general 
charge of the election. Nominations may also be made from the floor.

Section 2. Nominations shall be made by a committee of members appointed by the 
President, in sufficient time to present their slate at the April meeting. This com-
mittee shall have general charge of the election. Nominations may also be made 
from the floor.

Explanation: The change here is to remove the number requirement for the committee. 
It is also to move the election from the annual meeting to the April meeting.  

Section 3. Officers shall be installed at the Annual Meeting. Vacancies among the 
officers shall be filled for the unexpired term by the Executive Board.

Section 3. Officers shall be installed at the May meeting. Vacancies among the officers 
shall be filled for the unexpired term by the Executive Board.

This changes the installation of officers to the May meeting, which is usually a picnic. 

Section 6. Five (5) members of the Executive Board constitutes a quorum.
Section 6. A majority of the members of the Executive Board constitutes a quorum.

Explanation: In the past we often had just 6 or 7 members of the Executive Board. This 
change calls for a simple majority. 

Proposed By-Law Changes

Are You Member of 
the Men’s Garden 

Club of Englewood?

A quick way to find out if you are 
a member is to look at the name 
and address on the last page of this 
newsletter. If after your name you 
find [MGCE] you are a mem-
ber for 2008. If it is missing you 
have to send your dues to, Don 
Harvey, 405 Lemonwood Drive, 
Englewood   FL   34223, as soon as 
possible.

One of the important features of 
membership is our Directory, with 
the color pictures of our members. 
It will be ready for distribution at 
the March meeting. You will not 
be in the Directory if you have not 
paid your dues.

Field Trip To Bethel Farm
in Arcadia

Gerry Frig has organized a trip to Bethel 
Farms in Arcadia for Wednesday, March 
12th 2008. At Bethel Farms our tour 
director will be Jonathan Brown, who first 
spoke to us in November. He is intimately 
involved in the development of new grass 
species, especially Empire Zoysia. 

Those going on the trip will car pool from 
the Elsie Quirk Library. Since they want 
us at the farm between 9:30 and 10:00 am 
and the trip is about 1¼ hours, we must 
leave the library no later than 8:15. Better 
be early than late.

After the tour, about noon, we will have 
lunch at the Desoto Restaurant in Arca-
dia. It is highly recommended by the crew 
at the farm. It has been newly renovated, 
the food is good and it is not expensive.

I’m sure Gerry will have more informa-
tion at the February meeting and I plan 
on printing a map in the March newslet-
ter. This should be a good opportunity to 
bring along the wives.

The first day of spring is one thing, and the first spring 
day is another. The difference between them is some-
times as great as a month.

— Henry van Dyke
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Article 5. Duties of Officers
Section 3. Treasurer. It shall be the duty of the Treasurer to collect all funds due the 

club and keep accurate records of all monies received and paid out. He shall 
disburse same on order by a majority vote of members present at a meeting of 
the club or by Executive Board should an emergency arise. His accounts shall 
at all times be open to inspection by the President, the Executive Board or any 
authorized auditors. He shall make a full report at the Annual Meeting, or at 
any time the President or Executive Board may desire.

Section 3. Treasurer. It shall be the duty of the Treasurer to collect all funds due the club 
and keep accurate records of all monies received and paid out. He shall disburse 
same on order by a majority vote of members present at a meeting of the club or by 
Executive Board should an emergency arise. His accounts shall at all times be open 
to inspection by the President, the Executive Board or any authorized auditors. 
He shall make a full report at the April meeting, or at any time the President or 
Executive Board may desire.

Explanation: Changed the Treasurer’s full report from the Annual Meeting to the April 
meeting.

Section 4. Secretary. It shall be the duty of the Secretary to keep records of mem-
bership and minutes of all meetings of the club and Executive Board. He shall 
conduct all correspondence of the club and Executive Board. He shall publish 
notices of regular meetings and on order of the President notify the Executive 
Board of meetings. He shall present a written report at the Annual Meeting.

Section 4. Secretary. It shall be the duty of the Secretary to keep records of membership 
and minutes of all meetings of the club and Executive Board. He shall conduct all 
correspondence of the club and Executive Board. He shall publish notices of regular 
meetings and on order of the President notify the Executive Board of meetings. He 
shall present a written report at the April Meeting.

Explanation: Changed the Secretary’s written report from the Annual Meeting to the 
April meeting.

Article 6. Committees.
Section 1. Standing Committees
 There shall be the following standing committees:
  a. Program
  b. Membership
  c. Publicity
  d. Civic Beautification
  d. Community and Special Projects
  e. Ways and Means
  f. Reception
  f. Delete this committee and make it part of membership.

Explanation: Changed d. Civic Beautification to Community and Special Projects. The 
title seems more modern and more inclusive.
Explanation: Changed f. Reception by making it part of Membership and deleting f. 

Article 7. Duties of Committees.
Section 4. The Civic Beautification Committee shall assist in all civic beautifi-

cation of the club.
Section 4. The Community and Special Projects Committee shall plan and execute 

Community and Special Projects following the approval of the membership.
Explanation: This section was changed to conform to the new committee alignments in 
section 1 above.

Proposed By-Law Changes
10-5-10 would all be suitable). The fertil-
izer should also contain the micro-nutri-
ents such as iron and manganese. All the 
fertilizing done before the summer rains 
arrive will be more important now since 
part of the new Sarasota County fertilizer 
ordinance prohibits fertilizing during the 
rainy season. 

Using the basic pruning guide in the 
January newsletter should be helpful this 
month. Prune dormant trees and shrubs 
early in February, and others after the 
middle of the month. If you experienced 
some winter freezes  in your plants you can 
cut them out after the middle of February. 
Also you can remove any dead branches 
and twigs. 

Citrus can be pruned lightly before the 
first growth flush and bloom. This is the 
time to give your citrus a nutritional spray. 
Prune roses and remove spent leaves. 
Spring flowering shrubs should not be 
pruned until after they have bloomed.

As usual you should replenish mulch to 
a depth of 2 to 3 inches. Keep the mulch 
away from the stems of plants. Use other 
mulch than cypress which helps keep 
cypress stands from being cut down.

If you have had problems with your irriga-
tion now is the time to fix it. Working on 
irrigation during the relative cool days of 
February is better than when the tempera-
ture is around 90°F. Replacing the regular 
sprinkler heads you have in your landscape 
beds to drip irrigation can also be done at 
this time. Conversion kits are readily avail-
able and are not difficult to install.

For those of you that are involved in the 
Calendar Project the following plants and 
trees are in bloom in February:
Azalea, bougainvillea, bush daisy, Carolina 
yellow jasmine, Chinese hat plant, Mexi-
can flame vine, geranium, hibiscus, holly 
(berries), Hong Kong orchid tree, jasmine, 
jatropha, kalanchoe, lion’s ear, mahoe, 
palm grass, poinsettia, porterweed, 
powderpuff, purple tabebuia, pyracantha, 
red maple, thunbergia, turk’s cap, yellow 
shrimp plant.
A picture of a plant in bloom is infinitely 
better and more interesting than one with 
just green leaves.  

February Gardening
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Section 6. The Reception Committee shall be on hand to greet or welcome all 
members upon arrival at regular meetings of the club.

Section 6. Delete this section.
Explanation: This section was changed to conform to the new committee alignments in 
section 1 above.

Article 8. Meetings.
Section 1. Meetings shall be held in the Community Room of the Englewood 

Savings and Loan Association or any other location designated by the 
Executive Board.

Section 1. Meeting locations shall be designated by the President or Executive Board.
Explanation: Changed so that meeting locations can be altered rapidly in case of an 
emergency.

Article 9. Amendments.
The Constitution and By–Laws of the club may be amended or altered by a 

two–thirds vote of the members present at a regular meeting, provided notice 
of such proposed amendment has been given at a previous meeting.

The By–Laws of the club may be amended or altered by a two–thirds vote of the mem-
bers present at a regular meeting, provided notice of such proposed amendment 
has been given at a previous meeting.

Explanation: Changed by removing the term Constitution and.

Those are all the proposed By-Law changes. At the meeting members will be able to vote 
for or against these proposed changes as well as make changes to them. It is important 
that you understand them because most of them are connected in some way.

The main objective of these changes is to alter the way we elect our officers and their 
term of office. In my view that will help the officers manage the club.

— Fred Kreutzer

Proposed By-Law Changes

February 9. 9 to 4, Florida Yards & 
Neighborhoods Conference: 
“Protecting Our Water Through 
Living Green.” Experts on 
natives, waterwise plants, 
mulching techniques, water 
conservation, lawn care pesti-
cides, etc. Rutenberg Park, 6490 
South Point Blvd. Ft Myers, 
39.461.7526

February 9. 9 to 3. Caloosa Rare 
Fruit Tree Sale. Mango, avo-
cado, starfruit, fig, lychee, 
citrus, more. Terry Park, 3410 
Palm Beach Blvd. Ft Myers, 
239.693.8778.

February Event Calendar
The following events have been selected for this list because they are no 
more than a 90 minute drive from Englewood.

February 16. Orchid Auction. 
Orchid Society of Highlands 
County. Great selections, free 
admission. Ag-Civic Center, 
4509 George Blvd. Sebring. 
863.465.2830.

February 16. 9 to 1. Open Garden 
Day. Sarasota Succulent So-
ciety. Wide variety of succu-
lents for sale. 1310 38th Street 
(corner of Myrtle and Coconut 
941.924.2703.

See you there!

Buy a Healthy Plant
As spring approaches gardeners get excited 
about putting plants into the ground. Your 
first step is visiting a nursery and making 
a purchase. But how do you know which 
bloom will last and which will fail? The 
following list should be helpful:

• Buy your plants from a reputable 
nursery. Easier said than done. Repu-
table nurseries have a large supply of 
plants with an experienced staff. The 
staff should readily answer questions, 
especially about where the plant does 
best as well how to care for it.

• While at the nursery find out what 
their return or exchange policy is, 
what guarantees they offer and if you 
can call if you have any problems. 
Prices vary dramatically between nurs-
eries, so shop around. Discount garden 
centers’ lower prices may be tempting, 
but as with any nursery, if the plants 
look uncared for, look elsewhere.

• After you know what you are looking 
for your search should be for a plant 
with healthy green foliage. Look for 
signs of insect or disease damage and 
reject that plant. If you don’t find what 
you want, go elsewhere.

• Many plants have been forced to be 
bushy with great blooms but that may 
have caused them to become root– 
bound. Gently pop the plant out of its 
cell or pot; if roots are spiraled instead 
of loose the plant is root–bound and 
will not transplant easily. Plants with 
exposed roots trailing out of the drain-
age hole also may be root–bound and 
should be avoided. If you are buying 
plants by the cell pack, refuse to pur-
chase any that are substandard plants 
in the set.

• When buying annuals look for plants 
with many buds rather than blooms 
for long last color. Avoid  lanky plants, 
they are sun and water deprived. 

By carefully choosing plants at the begin-
ning, you will reduce the likelihood of 
plant problems later. I also have no doubt 
that you will be able to list nurseries as 
to best, so-so and worst. I also am sure 
I know where you will go for your next 
purchase.  


