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Tuesday: May 13, 2008 at 10:00 A.M.
at Lemon Bay Park, Englewood

Program: Have A Good Time
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The 
Gardening News

Gardening in 
Southwest Florida From May to October

Snails and slugs are capable of 
destroying a garden if given half a 
chance. Our first instinct is to com-
pletely eliminate this destructive 
pest but this may not be possible 
since they are part of the ecology 
of your garden. What we can do 
is maintain a balance in the gar-
den, and the tips below are about 
helping you keep the slug and snail 
population down to a reasonable 
minimum.

According to a study published 
in Agriculture, Ecosystems and 
Environment you can reduce slug 
and snail damage dramatically by 
watering in the morning instead of 
the evening. The study showed that 
lettuce watered only in the morn-
ing had only 1/5th the damage that 
lettuce had watered in the evening.

Here are some additional guide-
lines that should help you control 
the slug and snail population in 

The common wisdom is that the months of June to September are called 
the wet season and the months from November to April are called the dry 
season in southwest Florida. October and May are transitional months. 
This is a very neat arrangement but great variations are possible within 
that “common wisdom.” For instance, as of the end of April we are already 
three inches of rain below normal on top of the 21 inches of rain below 
normal for 2007.  That should ring a bell for anyone thinking of planting 
landscape shrubs that require a lot of water. 

Another factor that all gardeners must consider when they determine 
what to plant, is the new Sarasota County Fertilizer Ordinance. The 
ordinance was enacted to help keep fertilizer run-off from getting into 
the various waterways that eventually run into the Gulf. In this article I 
will try to remind you of the summer gardening chores keeping those two 
factors in mind.

Before I go any further I must remind you that the Florida sun can be 
deadly. Although in 13 years in Venice my thermometer has never re-
corded a temperature over 95°F during the summer it consistently reg-
isters temperatures between 90° to 95°F. day in, day out. For this reason 
schedule your work in the garden in the morning or the evening, during 
the cooler parts of the day. Drink plenty of liquids. Heat exhaustion is the 
most common problem experienced by gardeners during the summer. It is 
caused by an overexposure to heat and humidity and overexertion. Wear a 
hat—preferably one that will allow air to pass through and cool the head. 
Keep bare skin covered with light weight materials to reduce the pos-

Garden Pests:
Slugs and Snails
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President’s Message
— Pat Urschel

Each year we end the Garden 
Club’s spring meetings with a pic-
nic. After changing the By-Laws we 
will also welcome our newly elected 
officers and celebrate the end of the 
2007–08 year. The new year will 
begin on June 1.

The year-end picnic is always a 
great event mainly because of the 
great dishes the members bring. 
The following members have 
signed up to bring these items: 

Jim Chandler – catsup, mustard, 
onions, lettuce, mayo and 
pickles

Bud Thompson – salad

Len Brown – ?

John Halvorsen – baked beans

Ralph End – potato chips

George Rossi, Jr. – potato salad

Ed Malone – soda

Max Adams – ?

Royce Neidlinger – macaroni salad

Gerry Frig – green bean and mush-
room casserole

Jim Sciarello – ice tea

Picnic
Tuesday, May 13th

at 10:00 o’clock Once again our last meeting of this season is upon us. This is always a fun 
meeting where we get to bring our wives, socialize and have a great picnic 
lunch.  This meeting will be extra special in that we will be officially cel-
ebrating the Garden Club’s 40th Anniversary. So those of you that missed 
the last meeting and did not sign up, please give me a call so that we know 
how much food we need.

As in other years, this past year has been very successful. Our member-
ship has increased, we’ve enjoyed interesting and informative speakers, the 
plant sale was a great success and as a result of the profit we are about to 
award our first scholarship to a deserving Lemon Bay High School senior.

Also this is my last opportunity to write this message since we will be 
installing a new president at our May picnic meeting. I was V. P. for two 
years and am now completing 3 1/2 years as President. It has been a great 
experience. I have learned a great deal about Florida gardening as I hope 
all of you have. I have met a great number of interesting and knowlegeable 
people. That ‘s what is great about the garden club, we all learn from each 
other.

I would like to THANK all the members for their support and especially 
the other Club officers, past and present and the committee chairmen 
who continue to provide the time and effort that keeps the Club moving 
forward.

Last, but not least, I wish our new President John Halvorsen the best of 
luck.  I am confident with all of our support, he will lead the Club onto 
bigger and better accomplishments.

Gus Vassilaros – soft drink

Porter Pickard – pecan pie

Blair Morrissey – ?

Pat Urschel-meat, rolls, char-
coal, aluminum foil, cooking 

utensels, napkins.

If you haven’t signed up for the 
picnic and wish to attend, call 

Pat Urschel  at 941.697.0231
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sibility of skin cancer. Take frequent breaks, and if you feel dizzy or light 
headed go into the house and lie down. A cool water sponge down is also 
beneficial.

After you have taken care of yourself you should make sure that your 
equipment is in good working order. A little oil and sharp blades can do 
wonders when you are mowing your lawn or pruning your shrubs. Some 
of those Florida turf grasses can dull mower blades very quickly.

Now for some monthly suggestions:
May
• If you planted cool-weather annuals last fall now is the time to replace 

them with heat-tolerant bedding plants. Some good choices are celo-
sia, coleus, calliopsis, crossandra, dahlia, gazania, hollyhocks, impa-
tiens, marigold, penta, portulaca, salvia and various vines.

• Fertilize your fruit trees, shade trees, woody shrubs and vines, espe-
cially if you’re a winter resident. This is probably the last fertilizer your 
plants receive until fall. Use a slow-release fertilizer.

June
• Treat Bermuda and bahia lawns for mole crickets.
• Watch for chinch bugs in St. Augustine lawns.
• Dethatching St. Augustine lawns when the thatch layer exceeds one 

inch. Thatch is encouraged by over-watering and not by clippings left 
on the lawn.

• Never “hurricane cut” palm trees, as this actually weakens the bud and 
exposes the tree to wind damage. Imagine a line parallel to the ground 
through the bud. Cut only those fronds that droop below that line.

July
• Pruning of new growth on trees and shrubs should be delayed un-

til this foliage hardens off. This is because new growth uses stored 
reserves inside the plant, and these need to be replenished through 
photosynthesis between the new leaves and sunlight.

• With increased rain (we hope) weeds can become a problem. Hand 
pulling and hoeing work well, also spot treating with herbicides can 
be effective. Some herbicides are desiccants and are effective against 
annual weeds, while others trans-locate to the root system and will kill 
perennial weeds. Be sure to read the label and follow directions care-
fully. Remulching is another option as is letting the grass grow taller 
to shade out weeds.

• This is the last chance to prune spring flowering shrubs such as garde-
nia.

• Repair bare spots in lawns. If the lawn is more than 50% bare or 
weedy, start over. Or better yet, consider alternatives to grass.

Summer Gardeningeditor’s 2¢
Our Directory and printed By–
Laws are products waiting to be 
distributed. I had intended to hand 
them out at the picnic but since I 
won’t be there it seems best to have 
them available for distribution at 
our meeting in October. If there is 
an Executive Committee meeting 
during the summer I will give those 
members their Directories.

I have been requesting pictures that 
members may have taken of local 
plant specimens. Jim Sciarello has 
responded with a CD of pictures 
he has taken. They are extremely 
well done. I will use some of them 
in the October Gardening News.  
I hope Jim’s pictures will encour-
age other members to try out their 
photographic skills. If you don’t 
have a computer a print will be 
just fine. I will scan your print and 
return it to you. Just try to take pic-
tures of a good specimen or show 
some special feature of a particular 
plant.

I want to thank all the members for 
the signed get well card I received 
after my non–scheduled surgery. 
Such cards are designed to make 
the patient feel good and to speed 
his recovery. I can only say thank 
you, it worked. 

My experience has shown me that 
an EKG when you have your an-
nual physical is a must. I had no 
symptoms but I was a heart attack 
waiting to happen. I feel fortunate 
to be able to write this column.

Enjoy your summer and we will all 
get together on October 14th, if 
not before. 

Thing green!
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Summer Gardening
your garden:
• Encourage reptiles to take 

up residence in your garden. 
Toads, turtles and snakes all 
prey on slugs.

• If you see evidence of these 
pests, avoid planting dense 
ground covers and mulches 
that provide a hiding place. 
Oak leaf mulch will deter slugs 
and snails.

• Handpick slugs and snails at 
night. Use a flashlight and drop 
them into a bucket of soappy 
water.

• Lay boards in the garden to 
trap slugs and snails. Check 
your trap early in the morning 
and remove the slugs and snails 
as they collect.

• Diatomaceous earth sprinkled 
around the base of  a plant will 
deter slugs and snails, but keep 
in mind it will also discourage 
beneficial insects.

• Drench the soil with worm-
wood tea.

• Line the garden with copper 
strips. Slugs receive a shock 
when they touch copper, and 
they will not cross the barrier. 
When you use this method be 
sure to trap the slugs OUT and 
not IN.

• Slugs  love beer. Bury a shallow 
container of beer in the garden, 
with just the lip above ground. 
When they go in for a drink, 
they will drown.

• One commercial product that 
seems to work,  without harm-
ing the environment is Escar–
Go. The following is from the 
Escar–Go website:

August
• This is the hottest part of our summer. Well mulched gardens and 

landscapes will survive better during hot sunny weather because of the 
ability of organic mulches to moderate soil temperature.

• This is the time to settle down with a cool refreshment and consult 
some of your gardening books to plan for southwest Florida’s big-
gest growing season: fall. Our northern friends do this in the winter 
because they look for spring.

• Whatever you plan on doing in your garden one objective should be 
to make maintenance easier and reduce the need for excessive fertil-
ization, pesticides and water.

• Incorporate organic matter into beds that you are preparing for fall 
planting.

• Prune poinsettias for the last time before winter. Divide overcrowded 
bulbs and daylilies. Prune palms.

• Watch for plant micronutrient deficiencies and fertilize based on 
plant needs.

September
• Unlike the rest of the country southwest Florida’s prime gardening 

season begins in the fall.
• Planning is essential for new or renewed beds of flowers or vegetables. 

One useful tool is a soil test (Extension Service does these). It is 
common up north to add lime to acidic soils, but here it is not added 
unless the pH is less than 5.5

• Plan on light but frequent (every three weeks) fertilization during the 
growing season for annuals and vegetables.

• Try to stagger your plantings for extended production and interest 
until spring.

• Carefully monitor irrigation needs to avoid overwatering, which 
encourages fungus disease, especially in St. Augustine grass.

• This is a good time to prune roses. Prune spent rose blooms back to 
the nearest five-leaflet leaf.

• There is usually some splitting of citrus this time of year as the fruit 
sizes up. If the trees are healthy this should not be a problem and can 
be ignored.

• Treat mole cricket problems in Bahia lawns by using bait applied on a 
moistened lawn  late in the afternoon.

You’ll notice that in these gardening hints from May to September there 
are some repeat suggestions. That is because some suggestions are not nec-
essarily for a particular month but may be done when required. Mulching 
falls into that category. We should mulch whenever the mulch level falls 
below three inches.

Have a great summer!

Slugs and Snails
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May 15 to 18. Florida Native Plant 
Society Annual Conference. 
Field trips, plant sale, exhib-
its, workshops, social events. 
Manatee Convention Center. 
Palmetto. <www.fnps.org> 
941.351.2061.

May 18. 10 to 4. Manatee Rare 
Fruit Council Tree Sale. 
Avocado, jaboticaba, guava, 
atemoya, sapote, bananas, 
carabola, lychee, longan, man-
gos, jackfruit,peach, dragon 
fruit, herbs, fertilizer, more. 
Manatee Civic Center, US Hwy 
41. Palmeto. 941.723.9879.          
<bkearns644@aol.com>.

May 26. 9 to 1. Sarasota Succu-
lent Society Open Gardens & 
Plant Sale. 1310 38th Street. 
941.924.0706.

 June 1. 1:00 PM. Hibiscus Show. 
Henry Chapter, AHS. Free. Ara-
ba Shrine Temple, east of US 41 
on Hanson Street. Ft. Myers.

 <www.hendrychapterahs.com>

May Event
Calendar

The following events have been 
selected for this list because they 
are no more than a 90 minute drive 
from Englewood.

Julie Andrews Turns 69
We want to thank Jim Chandler for sending this to The Gardening News. 

To commemorate her birthday , actress and vocalist, Julie Andrews made 
a special appearance at Radio City Music Hall in New York for the ben-
efit of the AARP. One of the musical numbers she performed was “My 
Favorite Things,”   from the legendary movie Sound Of Music.  Here are 
the lyrics she used:

  Maalox and nose drops and needles for knitting,
  Walkers and  handrails and new dental fittings,
  Bundles of magazines tied up in string,
     These are a few of my favorite things.

  Cadillacs and cataracts ,and hearing aids and glasses,
  Polident and Fixodent and false teeth in glasses,
  Pacemakers, golf carts and porches with swings,
     These are a few of my favorite things.

  When the pipes leak, When the bones creak,
    When the knees go bad,
  I simply remember my favorite things,
        And then I don’t feel so bad.

  Hot tea and crumpets and corn pads for bunions,
  No spicy hot food or food cooked with onions,
  Bathrobes and heating pads and hot meals they bring,
       These are a few of my favorite things.

  Back pain, confused brains and no need for sinnin’,
  Thin bones and fractures and hair that is thinnin’,
  And we won’t mention our short shrunken frames,
     When we remember our favorite things.

  When the joints ache, When the hips break,
        When the eyes grow dim,
    Then I remember the great life I’ve had,
         And then I don’t feel so bad.

Ms. Andrews received a standing ovation from the crowd that lasted
  over four minutes and repeated encores. 

Escar–Go: Banish Slugs And Snails Quickly and Easily

Slugs and snails love to hide in moist gardens and feast on tasty young plants at night. 
Gardeners who wanted to kill these pests have traditionally had two choices: use chemi-
cal poison bait or pick off the slimy creatures by hand.

Now there’s a new, environmentally friendly way to banish slugs and snails from your 
garden. Escar-Go! from Gardens Alive! is a unique blend of naturally occurring iron 
phosphate and food-grade bait that’s attractive to slugs and snails. As soon as they ingest 
even a small amount of Escar-Go! granules, slugs and snails stop feeding and begin to die 
within a few days.

Field tests at the University of Berlin have 
shown that organic Escar-Go! controls 
slugs as well or better than traditional slug 
and snail poisons. The bait actually lures 
snails and slugs from their hiding places. 
Studies have also shown that slugs and 
snails will eat Escar-Go! before they will 
eat nearby plants.

Escar-Go! can be used wherever slugs and 
snails are a problem-even around pets and 
wildlife! Any Escar-Go! not eaten by slugs 
or snails will biodegrade to become part of 
your garden soil.

For those interested, the website is:

GardensAlive.com


