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A Plant Anyone Can Grow

The Spider Plant

I have decided to start this year’s gardening articles with a plant that any-
one can grow and always seems to give pleasure to the grower. That is the 
Spider Plant. 

My estimate is that in about 90% of the country the spider plant is a house 
plant, one that rarely leaves the confines of the indoors, but in southwest 
Florida it may be able to be used in the outdoors year round. 

The spider plant is a wonderful plant for beginners—only outright neglect 
will kill it. It is also a plant that will easily help gardeners, of all types, to 
learn some basic techniques in an easy, straight forward way.

This plant is a very fast grower, with long straplike leaves coming from 
its center. It is particularly attractive in hanging baskets, as it throws out 
long stems that produce, first, small flowers and, then, decorative hanging 
plantlets. Young plants can be easily grown from these plantlets increas-
ing your stock of spider plant. Place a new pot next to the parent plant and 
bend the stem with the plantlet until the plantlet rests on the soil. Peg the 
stem to the soil and firm the soil around the plantlet. When the plantlet 
grows new leaves, cut the parent stem close to the plantlet with a sharp 
knife. You now have a new plant.

The process is called simple layering and many plants respond to this 
type of propagation. Some are not as easily layered as a spider plant, they 
require that the stem of the plant must be slightly wounded before it is 
pegged into a moist soil mix. Results should be the same.

October Gardening
Summer’s over and our best 
gardening season is about to 
begin. I hope you have decid-
ed which projects you have to  
undertake because before you 
know it our very short winter 
will be upon us. To help you 
I will make suggestions as to 
what needs to be done, cour-
tesy of various local garden-
ing sources.
October typically is the end 
of the summer rainy season 
and the beginning of cooler 
weather which we have expe-
rienced as I write this. Re-
member though that hot days 
can appear but they aren’t 
sustained like during the 
summer. So this is the time 
to plant annual flowers and 
vegetables. This is also a good 
time to fertilize trees, shrubs 
and lawns, and to divide and 
reset perennials.
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     The Gardening News is published by the Men’s Garden Club of Englewood each month there is a club meeting. There are meet-
ings each second Tuesday at 9:30 a.m. during the months of October to May at the Elsie Quirk Library, 100 West Dearborn 
Street, Englewood   Florida, 474.3515. In January, we have our annual luncheon meeting at a local restaurant.
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President’s Message
— John Halvorsen

I am very optimistic about the Club’s upcoming year. My opti-
mism comes out of the very productive meetings the executive 
board was able to have during the summer where many ideas 
came up, a number of things were acted on and the course for 
the year was roughed out. The most inspirational aspect was 
the enthusiasm and spirit of these gentleman. The club is truly 
fortunate to have their service.
My personal top three objectives for the year are:
1.  I want every member to leave our meetings and other 

activities with the sense that it was worth their time to at-
tend.

2.  I want members to look forward to the next event.
3.  I want the enthusiasm of members to be contagious in the 

community so that friends, neighbors, family think seri-
ously of attending meetings and events too.

To accomplish these goals I must first get to know members 
personally and get to know through the questionnaire (see 
page 5) just what “turns them on” about the club. What is 
most and least important to them? No club can prosper if 
it fails to meet the needs of current members. We need our 
programs to have wide member and community appeal. I 
hope that spouses and family members who may be visiting 
know they are always welcome to our events. I want the trips 
that are planned to be well attended. For example we have an 
extraordinary opportunity to look behind the scene at Selby 
Gardens on November 11, as planned by Gerry Frig (thank 
you Gerry!). That trip is open to anyone you care to invite. I 
am particularly proud of the club for its scholarship award 
and look forward to being on the stage of Lemon Bay High 
School again in May to give our recognition to yet another fine 
senior.

See you all at the Meeting!

October Meeting
The first meeting with the 
new officers, on October 14th, 
will be different than our 
normal meeting. We will have 
our business meeting first 
at 9:30 A.M. at Elsie Quirk 
Library. Then we will all go 
to the Englewood Landscape 
Supply facility on SR 776 
where some of the people will 
give us a tour and help us un-
derstand the various products 
they sell. It will be especially 
useful to learn the pros and 
cons of the different types of 
mulch.
If you don’t send your com-
pleted questionnaire to John 
Halvorsen, please bring it to 
the meeting.
At the meeting I will hand 
out the revised By-Laws for 
your notebooks. Also I will 
have your new Directory. 
Unfortunately, I have had a 
corrupted chip in my digital 
camera so I will have to re-
take some of your pictures. I 
will also have looseleaf books  
for those who never got one.

— Fred Kreutzer 
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October Event Calendar
The following events have been selected for this list because they are no 
more than a 90 minute drive from Englewood.

Oct. 3-5. Fri & Sat 8- 5, Sun 10–3. 
Tropiflora Fall Festival. Plant 
vendors, artists, supplies, 
books, seminars, raffles, fun! 
Free admission, parking. 
3530 Tallevast Road, Sarasota 
941.351.2267. <www.tropiflora.
com>.

Oct. 4. Sat. 8-1 or until sold out. 
Manatee County Master 
Gardener Fall Plant Sale & 
Arts and Crafts Bizarre. Wide 
variety, reasonable prices. 
Manatee County Fairgrounds. 
1303 17th Street West, Palmetto, 
941.722.4524. <manatee.ifas.ufl.
edu>.

Oct. 4–5. 9–4. Orchid & Plant Af-
fair. Free admission, parking. 
Door prizes, more. Camp Lot-
A-Noise Tropicals. 4084 47th 
Street. Sarasota. 941.351.2483.

Oct. 4–5. Sat. 10–5, Sun. 10–4. 
Sarasota Fern Show and Sale. 
Unusual ferns, growing tips, 
raffle. Selby Gardens, 811 South 
Palm Ave. 941.928.6423.

Oct. 11. Sat. 8–2. Sarasota County 
Master Gardener Plant Sale. 
Edibles, trees, shrubs, vines, 
succulents, natives, hard to find 
varieties. Expert advice. Bee 
Ridge Park. 4430 So. Lockwood 
Ridge Road. 941.364.5838.

Oct. 18. Sat. 9–2. Native Plant 
Sale. Cocoplum Chapter of the 
Florida Native Plant Society. 
Huge selection, planting advice. 
Manatee County Park, Hwy 80 
(Palm Beach Blvd), Ft Myers. 
239.543.9910.

Oct 18. No time given. Fall Plant 
Sale. Palma Sola Botanical 
Park, 9800 17th Avenue NW, 
Bradenton. 941.761.2866.

Oct 31 – Nov 2. Fri 12–4, Sat 
10–4, Sun noon–3. Tampa Bay 
Orchid Club Show and Sale. 
USF Botanical Gardens, Pine 
and Alumni Drives, Tampa. 
813.974.3329. <www.cas.usf.
edu/garden>. 

The spider plant originates in 
South Africa. Its long leaves grow 
from the center of the plant and 
are usually green at the edges with 
a white stripe down the middle. 
Other varieties have white edges 
and a green central stripe. When 
you are buying, look for clean, uni-
form leaves with no brown tips.

It grows well in most light situ-
ations except in direct sunlight. 
Hanging it on branches in trees, 
that protect it from the sun, should 
work well. The location should be 
frost free. In our area we get so few 
really cold days that I would take my 
chances with a plant that is hang-
ing in a tree and especially if you 
live near the coast. Besides it can 
be propagated so rapidly it is not 
difficult to start over if we do have a 
really cold night. If you don’t want 
to take the chance it can be easy 
to put the plant in the garage over 
night.

Water the plant 2-3 times in the 
summer and once a week in the 
winter. Our regular summer pat-
tern should be fine. Withhold water 
if the temperature drops below 
40°F.

Feed every 14 days during the grow-
ing season with regular houseplant 
fertilizer diluted according the the 
manufacturer’s instruction.

When Things Go Wrong
Leaf edges eaten away.
Greenfly. Spray every 14 days with 
pyrethrum or insecticidal soap until 
clear. Cut off eaten leaves at the soil 
level.

Leaves dull and grayish with webs 
underneath.
Red spider mite. Spray with 
kelthane or insecticidal soap every 
14 days until clear. Spray with water 
to improve humidity.

Leaves turn dark green and lose 
variegation.
Move your plant so it receives a 
little more light.

Tips of leaves turn brown.
Too dry or too much direct sun-
light. Move the plant to an area that 
is more shaded but not too dark. 
A little more water would also be 
beneficial.

This plant works well hung in large 
trees where it is protected from 
direct sunlight. In the summer it 
should be well irrigated during our 
summer rains. In the winter it may 
need some additional irrigation 
but the dew that drips off the trees 
at night will keep the spider plant 
moist most of the time.

This plant is easy to grow and easy 
to care for. But, it also can help a 
gardener with his/her first experi-
ence with layering as a method of 
propagation.

I will explore other propagation 
methods in future articles.

Spider Plant
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Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec
African iris, Butterfly iris, zone 8b-11,  * √ √ √ √ √ √
African lily (Agapanthus), zone 8-10, * √ √ √ √
Amaryllis, zone 8-10, * √ √ √ √ √ √
Amazon lily √ √ √ √
Aztec lily, Jacobean lily (Sprekelia formosis-

sima), zone 8-10b, * √ √ √ √ √ √ √
Blackberry lily, zone 8-10a,* √ √
Blood lily (Eucharis), (Haemanthus multi-

florus), zone 8-11, * √ √ √ √
Butterfly lily, zone 8b-11, * √ √ √
Caladiums, zone 8-11, * √ √ √ √ √
Calla lily √ √ √ √
Canna lily, zone 8-11, * √ √ √
Clivia, Kaffir lily √ √ √ √ √ √
Crinum lily, zone 9 √ √ √ √ √ √ √ √ √ √ √
Dahlia √ √
Daylily, zone 8-10, * √ √ √ √ √ √ √ √ √
Easter lily √ √ √ √
Gladiolus √ √ √ √ √ √ √ √ √ √ √
Gloriosa lily, zone 8-10, * √ √ √ √ √ √ √
Hurricane lily, zone 8-9, * √
Society garlic, zone 8a-11, * √ √ √ √ √ √ √ √
Spider lily √ √ √ √ √ √ √ √
Tritonia, zone 9 √ √
Walking iris (Neomarica gracilis), zone 

8b-11, * √ √ √ √ √
Watsonia iris, √ √ √ √
Zepyr lily, Rain lily (Zaphyranthes, spp), 

zone8-11, * √ √ √ √ √ √ √ √

Bulbs: When Do I Plant Them?
Since moving to southwest Florida I have been confused as to the best time to plant the many bulbs available to 
the gardener as well as what bulbs can be grown here. Fortunately the Sarasota Extension Service contributes an 
article to the Sarasota Herald-Tribune at the beginning of each month informing gardeners what activities are 
necessary for their gardens for the upcoming month. In those articles are lists of plants that are in bloom for the 
month and what can be planted. Bulbs are listed under perennials and by sifting through the perennial list the 
following bulbs have been listed where a check mark appears. 

This doesn’t mean they can’t be planted during some of the other months,but these were the months where that 
bulb was specifically mentioned. There also is no information if a bulb requires full sun, partial shade or can 
tolerate deep shade. Other information you might need would be how deep should they be planted, soil require-
ments, irrigation and quantity and type of fertilizer. That is usually found on the container or sack in which the 
bulbs are packaged.

Many of these bulbs are known under a variety of other names. In some cases I have tried to supply other names 
as well as zone information which only refers to cold tolerance. So be careful and ask questions.
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Garden Club Questionnaire
Your Board of Directors have been meeting throughout the summer at 
John Halvorsen’s home to develop strategies our club should pursue for 
membership interest and involvement. We realize that each member has 
his own reason for joining the Men’s Garden Club of Englewood. We have 
decided to find out what our members find important.
The following questionnaire is designed to provide information to the 
Board that is critical to the Board’s planning process. Please complete it 
and bring it to the October meeting or send it to John Halvorsen, at his ad-
dress below, for tabulation. Your input is very important to the Board.
Rate each statement below, using the rating scale based on your reaction to 
each statement. Circle the appropriate number from the rating scale.

1   = Very important
2   = Important
3   = Neither important or unimportant
4   = Unimportant
5   = Very unimportant

1. Should our dues remain at $15.00 per year? 1 2 3 4 5
2. Are weekday meetings important? 1 2 3 4 5
3. Must meetings be in the morning? 1 2 3 4 5
4. Is program content important? 1 2 3 4 5
5. How important are field trips?  1 2 3 4 5
 6.    Day trips? 1 2 3 4 5
 7.    Overnight trips? 1 2 3 4 5
8. Is the plant sale important?  1 2 3 4 5
9. Are Garden Tours important? 1 2 3 4 5
10. The Elsie Quirk Library meeting site.  1 2 3 4 5
11. Your interest in vegetable gardening. 1 2 3 4 5
12. Your interest in ornamental gardening. 1 2 3 4 5
13. Your interest in landscape gardening. 1 2 3 4 5
14. Your interest in shrubs. 1 2 3 4 5
15. Your interest in vines. 1 2 3 4 5
16. Your interest in lawns. 1 2 3 4 5
17. Your interest in irrigation. 1 2 3 4 5
18. Your interest in soil management. 1 2 3 4 5
19. How do you feel about club social events, etc. 1 2 3 4 5
20. Should we stay a men’s only club? 1 2 3 4 5

Name (optional)

Bring your completed form to the October meeting on October 14 or mail 
it to:

John Halvorsen
2600 Manasota Beach Road
Englewood     FL     34223

Please give us the information to help the club as well as satiasfy the needs 
of individual members. The club can be many things to many members.

  

October Gardening
This is a good time to adjust 
your sprinkler systems to irri-
gate less frequently. Our natu-
ral pattern is for less water 
in the fall and winter. Excess 
water only contributes to fun-
gus diseases and root rot.
When renovating garden beds 
or creating new planting ar-
eas, add organic matter. Our 
sandy soil is shy of nutrients, 
and our warm weather breaks 
down organic matter rapidly. 
While you are making such 
changes might be a good time 
to add micro–irrigation to 
those beds. It is easier dur-
ing the construction of new 
planting areas than after the 
plants are in the ground and 
growing.
Now is the time to dig and 
divide perennial bulbs if they 
are crowded.
Apply pre–emergent her-
bicides to lawns, beds and 
mulched areas to control 
“winter annual” weeds.
Prepare your Christmas 
cactus for holiday bloom by 
giving it six to nine weeks 
of 12 to 15 hours of uninter-
rupted darkness. You will be 
rewarded.
As daytime temperatures 
drop into the low 80s, be 
alert for brown–patch fungal 
disease in St. Augustine grass.
Enjoy the next two months of 
great weather to spend time 
in the garden.

Think Green!


