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Next
Meeting

Tuesday: December 9, 2008 at 9:30 A.M.
At the Elsie Quirk Library, Englewood

Alfred Dietz, PhD. Univ. of Georgia
Honey bees, Africanization, Colony collapse, etc.

Continued on page 3.Continued on page 2..

The 
Gardening News

Your Plants and Freezing 
Temperature

This is a good time to repeat some of the of ideas on how to protect your 
plants during a winter freeze. Over the years I have changed my thinking 
on this wintertime ritual. That change was brought about by some of the 
new material I have read on the subject. In a nutshell, many gardening 
writers now do not advocate covering your plants because in most cases 
our area of southwest Florida is not prone to heavy freezes and what cold 
temperature we do get only lasts for a few hours. They further believe that 
if a plant is destroyed in such a freeze it probably shouldn’t have been 
planted there in the first place. It should be replaced with a plant more 
cold hearty. These same writers find that with the old advice many people 
were covering plants, such as gardenias, camellias, loropetalum, nandina, 
most azaleas or hundreds of other species that could survive a freeze in 
our area. What a waste of time and effort. 
Having said that I understand there will still be gardeners who want to 
protect their plants especially if they valuable exotics. If you are in that 
group now is the time to prepare for the possible freeze in the winter. I 
mention this now because preparation is half the battle. As darkness falls 
on the evening of a projected freeze is no time to be putting together all 
your protection materials and putting it in place in the dark. A hot toddy 
in the house is a far better activity. 
The best defense against freezing plants is to only plant the hardier plants 
which can withstand temperatures into the 20’s. However, we all want the 
more exotic plants, so we have to learn to cope with the occasional low 
temperature problems either by taking our chances, covering the plants or 
moving them to a protected area if they can be moved. Another idea is to 
plant your sensitive plants next to a southern wall of the house. That wall 
may give off enough heat during the night to protect those plants.

2008 Plant Sale
Member Duties

The following club members have offered 
their services to make this plant sale a suc-
cess. This is a listing of those obligations so all 
will run smoothly.

Publicity 
Bud Thompson, Charlotte papers and flyer 

distribution.
James Sciarello, Create flyers.
John Halvorsen, Sarasota papers.

Signs
Pat Urschel, place some signs.
Glenn Freeman, Halvorsen to get signs from 

Freeman.
Jim Chandler, Order special signs.

Other Activity
John Halvorsen, Gus Vassilaros, Jim Chan-

dler. Meet with Williams at MRT on 
December 4th.

John Halvorsen. Site shelter fro Gerry 
Frig.

John Halvorsen, Gus Vassilaros, Jim Chan-
dler, Pat Urschel, Don Harvey, Tom 
Duch. Meet at MRT with trailers and 
trucks, on December 5th. at 3:00 P.M.

John Halvorsen. Plywood to site on 12/5.
All members. Horses to site on 12/6.
All members. Plastic bags on 12/6.
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     The Gardening News is published by the Men’s Garden Club of Englewood each month there is a club meeting. There are meet-
ings each second Tuesday at 9:30 a.m. during the months of October to May at the Elsie Quirk Library, 100 West Dearborn 
Street, Englewood   Florida, 474.3515. In January, we have our annual luncheon meeting at a local restaurant.

Officers

President:          John Halvorsen
2600 Manasota Beach Road
Englewood     FL     34223

941.475.8468

Vice President:        

Secretary:     Royce Neidlinger
195 Jennifer Drive

Rotunda West     FL     33947
941.697.8665

Treasurer:     Don Harvey
405 Lemonwood Drive

Englewood     FL     34223
941.473.0025

Newsletter Editor
Frederick Kreutzer, Ed.D.

4307 Manfield Drive
Venice     FL     34293–5253

941.497.5259
Email:  kreutzer@earthlink.net

Please address any articles, graphics or questions 
about the newsletter to the editor at the above postal 

or email address.

President’s Message
— John Halvorsen

The eighteen members and guests who went on the Selby Botanical Garden’s trip 
enjoyed a perfect day and a very special event.  Thanks to Gerry Frig, we were treated to 
a rare look behind the scenes at the orchid program to which our club friend and tour 
guide, Stig Dalstrom is dedicated.  Few people get this kind of opportunity, and we are 
grateful.  The morning general tours of two groups, the luncheon and the overall experi-
ence were outstanding!

This is going to be a very busy month with the plant sale on December 6th and 7th and 
a Christmas cocktail party at our house on Dcember 19th.  Fortunately we had many 
of our members at a special meeting on November 18th to plan our sale.  This year we 
will be getting plants on consignment from MRT and donated plants by members and 
friends.  We will also have the raffle of the Stig Dalstrom prints he donated. All this to 
benefit the Scholarship fund. 

We have scheduled for the December meeting our Englewood neighbor, an entomolo-
gist from the University of Georgia, Alfred Dietz, Phd., to speak on honeybees; Afri-
canization, colony collapse disorder and other general issues.  This should be a special 
learning opportunity for us, our guests, and the public.

The plant sale will be our really big annual activity.  It will provide for a significant 
amount of community awareness of the club as well as the attraction of new members.  
We hope to see all of you, your neighbors, your relatives, people you meet in the super-
market, your family doctor (your whole world) come out to make it a great success!

Jim Chandler. Bring pricing sticks.
Jim Chandler, Gus Vassilaros and John 

Halvorsen. In Punta Gorda on 11/29.

Sale Day Schedules, December 6 & 7.
All members. Set up site at 7:00 AM on 

12/6. 
Morning shift on December 6th from 9 to 

noon. James Sciarello, Pat Urschel. 
Gus Vassilaros, Sam Cario, Porter 
Pickard, Edward Malone, Bob 
Woynicz, Jim Chandler,  Tom Duch, 
Don Harvey, John Halvorsen & Fred 
Kreutzer.

Afternoon shift on December 6th from 
noon to 5. Bud Thompson, Gus Vas-
silaros, Porter Pickard, Bob Woynicz 
& John Halvorsen.

Sales crew on December 7th from 10 until 
closing or sold out. James Sciarello, 
Pat Urschel, Jim Chandler, Gus 
Vassilaros, Edward Malone, John 
Halvorsen. Bud Thompson from 
noon to 2, Porter Pickard from 1 to 
2, Tom Duch from10 to 11 & Don 
Harvey from noon to 3.

Note: I am sure I missed some responsi-
bilities for which apologize. Please just go 
ahead with your mission anyway and if 
you now find you can help, you are always 
welcome. We will be at the sales site on 
Dearborn Street next to the Blue Pagoda, 
the orchid laboratory and store, on Satur-
day, December 6 from 7:00 AM until 5:00 
PM. On Sunday, December 7 we will be 
there from 10:00 AM until all is sold or 
until  ≠3:00 PM.

The Plant Sale is a great place to meet 
people and learn about plants. See you 
there!

Christmas Party & Annual Luncheon
Christmas Party
The Halvorsen’s have decided to host the Garden Club Christmas Party this year. Clean off 
your green thumbs and all meet at John’s house on December 19th at 5:00 pm. His address 
is 2600 Manasota Beach Road and his house is on the corner of Manasota Beach Road and 
Hudson Street. He asked that all contribute some finger food but I would recommend you 
call 941.475.8468 and ask what you can bring. This is to avoid 22 onion dips and celery.

Men’s Garden Club of Englewood’s Annual Luncheon
The form for the Annual Luncheon is on page 5 of this newsletter. For the most part it is self-
explanatory. For those who want to pay early, bring your checkbooks to the December meet-
ing. I will have extra copies of this form available. For those who are sending in their checks 
and reservation forms please be certain it reaches Sam Cario by Wednesday, December 31. 
At this date I can’t tell who the speaker will be but by the December meeting I’m sure more 
information will be available. See you there.

Plant Sale
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Dec. 6 & 7. 9–5 Sat, 10–4 Sun. 
Caloosahatchee Bromeliad 
Society annual sale. Spectacu-
lar display. Old favorites plus 
the rare and unusual. Terry 
park, 3410 Palm Beach Blvd,              
Ft Myers. 239.694.4738.

 Dec. 6 & 7. 9–5 Sat, 10–4 Sun. 
The Men’s Garden Club of 
Englewood annual plant sale. 
Dearborn Street next to the 
Blue Pagoda, Englewood. 
941.421.4346.

Dec. 11–12, 18–21 and 26–28. 6 to 9 
each of the days. Selby Lights 
in Bloom. A lush botanical 
garden sparkles for the holi-
days. Adults $17, 6–11 $6. Selby 
Gardens, 811 So. Palm Ave. 
Sarasota. 941.366.5731 Ext 266. 
www.selby.org.

Dec. 29–30. Blooming in the New 
Year Sale. Camp Lot-a-Noise 
Tropicals, 4084 47th Street. 
Sarasota. 941.351.2483.

December Event 
Calendar

The following events have been 
selected for this list because they 
are no more than a 90 minute drive 
from Englewood.

Protecting Plants From the Cold 

Some facts about temperature you should consider. The further you live 
from the Gulf the colder it will be on any given night and it will stay colder 
longer. Example: If it is 37°F in downtown Venice at 4:00 A.M. in the morn-
ing it can be freezing or below in Arcadia. In the winter the Gulf tends to 
warm the land closest to the water while in the summer it has a cooling 
effect. The coldest temperatures in a 24-hour period are usually centered 
between 3:00 to 5:00 A.M. One way to judge how cold it may get during 
the night is if temperatures at 5:00 P.M. are 50°F or below there is a good 
chance it will go to 32°F or below during the night.
What can we do to protect our plants? If a freeze threatens, cover your 
sensitive plants with a sheet, blanket or box but keep the material from 
touching the plant. The material should be large enough so the protected 
plants are covered to the ground. Do not use plastic. Keep these items in a 
specific place and mark them as items to protect plants in the winter. Water 
heavily up to 36 hours before the night the freeze is expected but don’t 
soak the ground and make sure the leaves are dry before nightfall. Moist 
soil absorbs and radiates heat better than dry soil. Pull the mulch away 
from the plants so the warm soil will release heat and raise the tempera-
ture. Even a one degree rise in temperature may be sufficient to prevent 
major damage. This is the main reason the plant covering should go all the 
way to the ground. If the next day is warm remove the covering to prevent 
dangerous heat build-up. After you have saved your plants from the cold 
you don’t want them to cook.
Often a cold wind is more damaging than just a low temperature. The best 
way to protect plants from a cold wind is to plant a wind break using a 
dense shrub. Ligustrum, commonly called Japanese privet, comes to mind 
but there are many others. 
The new thinking on protecting plants from the cold is to protect only the 
plants that absolutely need protection. If the plant can be moved put it in 
the garage or on the lanai. Plant your sensitive plants so they are protected 
and screened from cold winter winds. In the 13 years I have lived in Venice 
I can’t ever remember the temperature down to 30°F and most years not 
even down to 32. If we do experience some real cold nights this winter and 
some of your plants appear to have frost damage, wait until new growth 
should have appeared in the spring before you decide to replace the plant. 
Often frost damage is only superficial.

Editor’s 2¢
Some important decisions will have to be made in the next few months of the new year. With 
our new set of By-Laws we need to elect a new Secretary and Treasurer for the next two 
years. The Nomination Committee must be organized so that they are ready to recommend 
a slate of officers at the March meeting (March 10th). In order for the Nominating Commit-
tee to have sufficient time to make their selection they should be constituted at the February 
meeting.

Our end of the year picnic in May, seems to require some planning. I would suggest a group 
of members take over the picnic activity and relieve the president of much of this work. The 
president needs a respite from some of the less important activities of the club. If you read this 
newsletter thoroughly you will find he has been very involved. What I am suggesting is that, 
“We give him a breather.” 

Merry Christmas
and a 

Happy New Year
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A Great Trip to the Selby Botanical Gardens

Stig Dalstrom,  the Curator of Orchids at Selby Botanical 
Gardens. As our host he took us through the backyard of his 
domain—the part that most people never see. We started the 
tour in his office, shown top left, which included the orchid 
library and research papers.

We then proceeded to a separate building which houses the 
second largest orchid collection in the world. Only one in 
England is larger.

One of the hundreds of orchids as part of the exhibit at 
Selby Botanical Gardens which can be seen by the public. 
It is housed in a climate controlled atmosphere which also 
includes bromiliads. The plants are rotated so that we see 
them usually when they are in bloom. Orchids come in a 
myriad of colors and sizes and since they are rotated there 
seems to be something new to see each time we visit.

Our last stop was some of the orchid grow houses. Stig Dal-
strom, partially obscured by a large orchid leaf, talked about 
many of the interesting features of various orchids. Some 
were readily identifiable as orchids but others were not what 
we would say were in the orchid family but were orchids all 
the same. 

The Orchid Family is one of the largest if not the largest of 
all plants—upwards of 20,000 species. New orchids are 
being discovered each year all over the world and Mr. Dal-
strom is called upon to identify and verify that it is a new 
species or just a variation of a species previously identified. 
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Men’s Garden Club of Englewood

Annual Luncheon Meeting
 Where: Jacaranda West Country Club
  1901 Jacaranda Boulevard
  Venice     FL                    941.493.5010
 When: Tuesday, January 13, 2009 at 12:00 noon
 Cost: $18.00 per person, which includes entrée,
       beverage (coffee or iced tea), rolls, Black Forest   
  cake dessert, tax and gratuity.
 Entrée Choices: Beef Burgundy, Baked Salmon or Chicken Crepes.
Please complete the luncheon information form below and send it to Sam Cario, no later than Wednesday,             
December 31, 2008. Please complete the form even if you signed up at our December meeting or phoned to 
say you would attend. If you wish you may pay Sam Cario at the door.
After the luncheon there will be a brief business meeting, at the discretion of the President. Following the business 
meeting we will have our guest speaker.

 

Note: If you have an emergency and cannot attend, after committing to go, please contact:
Tom Cummiskey, 496.4623, or Sam Cario, 475.0124, as soon as possible.

!!

Please print member’s name      Spouse’s name
          For the name tag.

Number of persons attending luncheon  at $18.00 per person.                $

My choice of entrée(s) is as follows: (Please indicate the number of each.)

 Beef Burgundy (Beef over pasta and mixed vegetables.)

 Baked Salmon (Baked salmon with rice & mixed vegetables.)

 Chicken Crepes (Chicken crepes with rice & mixed vegetables.)

                  I would like to include my $15.00 MGCE dues for 2009.             $

Total amount of my check. ( Made out to, The Men’s Garden Club of Englewood.)            $

Detach and send, to be received no later than Wednesday, December 31, 2008, to: 
Sam Cario, 425 Lemonwood Drive, Englewood     FL     34223

Dress code at Jacaranda West CC: Jackets are required and no jeans are allowed.

The speaker will be announced later.


