
        April 2009                  Issue No. 13.04

Next
Meeting

Tuesday: April 14, 2009 at 9:30 A.M.
At the Elsie Quirk Library in Englewood

Jim Chandler: A visit to his extra 
lot. See his article on this page.

Continued on page 3.Continued on page 2.

The 
Gardening News

Bees: More Than You May Want To Know, Part 5.
Africanzed Honey (Killer) Bee & Vanishing Bees

The Men’s Garden Club of Englewood 
(MGCE) will hold its monthly meeting 
on Tuesday, April 14, at the Elsie Quirk 
Library, 100 W. Dearborn St., Englewood 
at 9:30 am. This meeting is actually the 
start of a South West Florida Horticul-
tural Class offered by the MGCE. The 
class will be a season long gardening and 
learning experience in an outdoor setting. 
The goal of which will be to produce 500 
potted plants in prime condition and 
ready to sell at the Garden Club’s Decem-
ber plant sale.

There will be a short business meeting and 
an introduction to the class followed by a 
field trip to the class site. We will carpool 
to the outdoor classroom located at the 
home of master gardener and club mem-
ber, Jim Chandler. Upon arrival we will re-
view preparations for producing the plants 
for our annual sale. There members and 
guests, that are committed to nurturing 
the plant propagation project, will learn 
from the club’s master gardeners about 
the many elements involved. They include 
such things as identification of plant 
materials indigenous to the area, various 
propagation techniques, soil preparation, 

Our April Meeting
by Jim Chandler

This is the concluding installment of the articles on bees. The material I have collected 
on the vanishing bees was very disappointing because so much of it was based on what 
farmer’s believed and very little on scientific studies. I will therefore conclude with the 
Africanized Honey Bee and a very short section on the vanishing bees.

Africanized Honey Bee
The Africanized  Honey Bee, a variety of honey bee derived by hybridization from Afri-
can honey bees naturalized in the western hemisphere. Because they are highly defensive 
and will attack perceived intruders more readily than the common European honey bee, 
they are also known by the popular name killer bees.

African honey bee queens were imported by Brazilian scientists in the 1950s in order to 
breed a honey bee for use in tropical climates. Some swarms escaped into the wild. Be-
cause they were highly adapted for tropical survival and had no natural competitors, they 
thrived and spread rapidly through South America, extending their range by as much as 
500 km (300 miles) per year. By the 1980s. Africanized honey bees had reached Central 
America and soon colonized Mexico. By 1990 the first swarm was found in the United 
States. The bees spread from Texas to New Mexico and Arizona and then into California 
by 1994. Today they can be found all along the south and into Florida. Many beekeepers 
and bee specialists believe that most of our bee colonies are now Africanized.

The bees reached an apparent climatic limit to their southern range in the middle of 
Argentina, and their range is expected to be similarly limited to the southern and coastal 
states of the United States. They have hybridized with resident wild and hive populations 
of European honey bees. However, many of the basic African honey bee traits remain, 
including rapid population growth, frequent swarming, minimal hoarding of honey, the 
ability to survive on sparse supplies of pollen and nectar, and a highly defensive nature.

Africanized honey bees are more difficult to manage than European honey bees and 
produce less honey. Many beekeepers in Latin American countries have failed as a result 
of Africanization of the native hives. Africanized honey bees are not expected to have 
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President’s Message
— John Halvorsen

irrigation, pesticides and fertilization. 

Bring a folding chair, sharpened clippers or shears, gloves (fabric plus rubber if available) 
and a beverage to drink, if desired.

Both the meeting and the South West Florida Horticultural Class are open to everyone 
and is a great venue for anyone interested in Florida gardening. It will also provide the 
opportunity to speak with members about your gardening successes or issues.

Our April Meeting by Jim Chandler

The good turnout at our March meeting underscored the importance of 
good programs.  Thanks to Jim and Gus for setting it up. I know I enjoyed 
it.    

Thanks also to our new Vice President, Jim Schiarello for the presenta-
tion on the club website he is developing.  I am sure that prospective new 
members will be attracted to the club if we use it properly.  I think that 
expansion of member information will help individuals understand the 
depth of knowledge in the club and the overall quality of the member-
ship.  We can collect questions, develop answers and do other things that 
will be of benefit.    

I look forward to our meeting at Jim Chandler’s and the kickoff of our 
2009 plant sale project.  I have enjoyed and benefitted from those other 
times I got my hands dirty under Jim’s direction.  I have used what I 
learned to advance my personal “landscape on a dime” project and I’m 
grateful for that. We have a great group of gentlemen to work with and 
I’m sure we will find jobs for all. 

 John

The May Newsletter

In the past 10 years or so the May 
club meeting has had two activi-
ties, a picnic at Lemon Bay Park 
and a question and answer session 
which is called Member-Helping-
Member. In conjunction with this 
member session I have tried to fill 
each May issue with short pieces 
that have been collected over many 
years which gardeners have found 
helpful. Only rarely do these tips 
and practices find their way into 
the regular gardening books.

If any member believes he has 
such a tip or practice he uses in his 
gardening, please call me or send a 
short written description of what 
you do so I get it by the 10th of 
April. What I’m looking for are 
practices you find successful that 
might be adopted by other mem-
bers 

Why so early? I am completing the 
newsletter before I go to Ithaca, 
New York, leaving on April 15. I 
will probably mail the newsletter 
while on the road. The occasion is 
to celebrate Sam Cario’s mother-in-
law’s 100th birthday. Some of you 
have met her at our annual lun-
cheon as well as at other functions. 
She is a delightful lady and still 
active for her age. 

You will stay young as long as you learn, form 
new habits and don’t mind being contradicted

— Marie von Ebner -Eschenbach
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Africanized Bees & Vanishing Bees

the same impact in the United States because of advanced beekeeping technology and 
climatic limitations on the spread of the species. Africanization of bee hives can be 
prevented by the annual introduction of new European queens to each colony. Other 
techniques are also being studied, which after a trial period, my be adopted. After all we 
don’t want to turn the Africanized bee into the 500 pound gorilla.

Africanized honey bees have increased the number of human deaths due to bee stings 
in Mexico and Argentina and probably in other countries as well. In the United States, 
however, although more people have been stung by bees since 1990, no more bee-related 
deaths than usual have been recorded.

Vanishing Bees
About 25% of the bee colonies in the United States have vanished. The bees leave for 
work and never return or they die right in the hive. This is called Colony Collapse 
Disorder (CCD). This is very serious because a majority of our crops rely on bees as their 
prime pollinator. The estimated value of those crops is about 15 billion dollars. While 
some crops such as wheat, corn and rye are pollinated by wind driven pollen others 
require the bee to search for its nectar thus pollinating it. The citrus crop would not 
exist without bees and likewise the almonds in California. Albert Einstein once said that 
when the bee disappears  from earth, mankind will have four years to live.

A lot of research is being conducted to make some sense of why the bees are vanishing. 
Rather than go through all the research, which seems to be frantic and confusing at the 
present time, I want to list some of the things and ideas researchers are working on.
• Pesticides, of many forms, but especially those that are nicotine based. 
• There is a belief that genetically modified crops may be the culprit or part of the 

problem.
• The problem is fungal in nature or associated with other agents plus the fungus.
• Some scientists are examining adverse weather conditions and climate change.
• Other scientists are examining the role of radiation associated with mobile phone 

towers as well as the mobile phones in the field.
• In Israel, scientists are convinced that the cause of CCD is the Israeli Acute Paralysis 

Virus (IAPV).

We will have to wait until a cure is found for the vanishing bee’s problem. In the mean-
time I would suggest we be extremely careful about what we spray in our gardens. The 
bee that comes to visit your garden is your friend.

Ornamental Grasses
Here are some garden-worthy ornamental grasses that may work for you.

Blue fescue (Festuca ovina var. glauca) – Zones 4-9; stiff, narrow blue-green leaves to 1½ 
feet tall. Good for rock gardens and edging. Tolerates some drought if not too hot. 
‘Elijah’s Blue’ has very blue leaves.

Feather reed grass (Calamagrostis acutiflora ‘Stricta’) – Zones 5-9, tall growing to 6 
feet; stiffly vertical. Feathery yellow flowers all summer, deepening to gold by fall. 
Evergreen in mild climates; turns tan in winter elsewhere. Best in cool weather. Use 
as backdrop or focal point.

Fountain grass (Pennisetum spp.) – hardiness varies; to 2 feet tall. Fuzzy beige to white, 
pink, red, or black-brown bottlebrush flowers; arching leaves; golden fall color. 
Fountain grasses are good bed and border plants, attractive massed on a slope or 
near water. 

 •     Warm-season, P. alopecuroides is hardy in Zones 5-9. 
 •     ‘Hamein’ is a dwarf variety.

 •     Purple fountain grass (P. seta-
ceum ‘Rubrum’) is hardy in Zones 
8-10, grows as annual elsewhere; 
burgundy foliage, red-purple flowers 
fade to beige.

Giant feather grass (Stipa gigantea) 
– Zones 7-9; tall, dense, arching 
leaves; slender yellow flower heads; 
to 7 feet tall. Cool season grass, needs 
good drainage. Use as focal point or 
in a meadow.

Golden wood millet (Milium effusum 
‘Aureum’) – Zones 5-9; yellow-green 
leaves; yellow flowers; 1½ feet high. 
Best in light shade, where summers 
are not to hot and dry. Use in rock 
garden or naturalistic shade garden.

Japanese blood grass (Imperata cylindrica 
‘Red Baron’) – Zones 5-10; 1 to 1½ 
feet tall, leaves are green with red tips 
in spring; bright red in fall; orange-
tan in winter. Best in warm weather. 
Plant in masses or borders.

Lemon grass (Cymbopogon citratus) 
– Zones 8-11; dense clumps of 
upright bright green leaves used for 
tea and seasoning; to 6 feet tall. Grow 
as annual where not hardy. Tolerates 
drought when established. Best in 
warm weather. Use as vertical accent, 
in pots, or near path where lemony 
scent is released when leaves are 
brushed.

Maiden grass, eulalia (Miscanthus 
sinensis) – Zones 5-9; 4 to 7 feet 
tall depending on variety. Good for 
screening, backdrop, hedge, or focal 
point.

 •     ‘Gracillimus,’ maiden grass, has 
slender leaves with white midribs, 
orange fall color in warm regions, 
coppery orange flowers maturing to 
white.

 •     ‘Variegatus’ has arching leaves 
striped with white.

 •     ‘Zebrinus,’ zebra grass, features 
green leaves with horizontal gold 
bands.

A word of caution, which I always advise, 
is before you order any of these grasses 
through a catalog or the internet, check to 
determine if these grasses will survive in 
SW Florida. The hardiness zone number is 
not always the best indicator.
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Continued on page 5..

Something Different: Green Garlic
Traditional gardeners, aiming to grow full heads of garlic, for drying and storage, plant 
in the fall and harvest their jewels some nine or ten months later. Container gardeners 
do better with a different strategy and a different goal: not bothering with the bulb, but 
growing the plants for the green tops. Green garlic isn’t a separate species; it’s just regular 
garlic that hasn’t been growing long enough to form a full head underground. It’s “green” 
in the sense that an unripe apple is green, and also in the same sense that it’s the green 
part that you harvest.

There’s very little reason to attempt to grow full-size garlic bulbs, which are readily avail-
able year-round, but every reason to grow green garlic, a gourmet treat generally available 
only to home gardeners. Green garlic has that unique garlic taste but in a milder version, 
and a bonus of bright green color. Another advantage, it is so easy to grow. Just break off 
a few cloves from a head of garlic, you may already have in your kitchen, poke a hole into 
the soil in any container and plant your garlic pointed side up. By doing this on a con-
tinuous basis, starting in early spring, you will have a continuous supply of green garlic.

Planting: At the market, buy a whole head of garlic. Pick the fattest, firmest one you 
can find. Separate it into individual cloves, do not peel. Poke holes into your container 
soil about 2 inches deep, and put one clove into each hole, pointed side up, cover with 
soil and water thoroughly.

Harvesting: Begin harvesting the baby garlic plants as soon as they form green leaves, 
starting about four to five weeks after planting the cloves. After trimming away the roots, 
you can eat the whole plant: stem, leaves and any small bulb that has begun to form at 
the base—and that’s green garlic.

You can also treat this as a cut-and-come-again plant. Slice off some green shoots with a 
knife—just what you need for tonight—and they’ll grow back. You can do this up to five 
times. The plant grows fast, so keep up the fertilizing with a complete fertilizer.

Green Garlic Soup
12  green garlic plants, each measuring 

about ½ inch in diameter at the root 
end, and including all the white part 
and some of the pale green

1 tablespoon butter
1 tablespoon olive oil
3½ cups chicken broth

4 or 5  small red potatoes, peeled and 
quartered

⅓ cup half-and-half
¾ teaspoon salt, or more to taste
¼ teaspoon white pepper, or to taste
2 tablespoon dry sherry 

1.  Trim away the roots and most of the green portion from each garlic plant. Then 
halve each stalk lengthwise and chop into 1-inch lengths.

2. Heat the butter and oil over medium heat in a large, heavy pot.
3. Place the garlic in the pot and sauté briefly, then add the chicken broth and pota-

toes. Bring to a boil, reduce the heat, and simmer, covered, until the potatoes are 
very tender, about 30 minutes.

4. Remove the soup from the heat and let cool briefly, then puree in batches in a 
blender or food processor until very smooth.

5. Return the soup to the pot, stir in the half-and-half, salt and white pepper, then 
place over gentle heat. As the soup reheating, stir in the sherry. Adjust the season-
ings before serving.

Serves 4 to 5

This recipe is from Jan Roberts-Dominguez, food writer and illustrator, who is the 
author of the The Onion Book and The Mustard Book. 

He says, “This is the perfect recipe to introduce the uninitiated to the wonders of green 
garlic. The white pepper and dry sherry are integral components of the flavor structure, 
so be sure they make it into the soup.”

April Gardening
April is a big month in the garden. The 
first flushes of growth are critical for plant 
health and development for the rest of 
the year. April is also National Gardening 
Month.

We have not had any significant rain this 
year so it is important that our plants are 
receiving enough moisture. Follow the 
regulations that allow you to water only 
once a week and unless there is rain make 
sure that your lawn and shrubs receive ¾ of 
an inch of water. This will allow the roots 
to grow deeper and more resilient in times 
of drought.

Some other gardening activities recom-
mended for April:
• Plant Bahia and Bermuda grass seed 

now. Provide continuous moisture 
during germination as the seedlings 
mature.

• Ruby-throated hummingbirds start 
breeding this month so now is the 
time to plant hummingbird attracting 
plants. Native plants that have nectar-
sipping flowers are coral honeysuckle, 
firebush and scarlet sage.

• Prune spring blooming plants such as 
azelea after they finish blooming and 
before they set buds for next year.

• Fertilize all landscape plants not yet 
fertilized this spring; however, wait 
one month to fertilize newly installed 
plants.

• Monitor new flushes of growth for 
pests such as aphids, caterpillars, 
lacebugs, mealybugs, scales, slugs 
and snails, spider mites, thrips and 
whiteflies. Control the insects using 
least toxic sprays such as horticultural 
oils and insecticidal soaps.

• Continue to maintain mulched beds 
at a three inch level. To conserve 
water increase mulched areas. St. 
Augustine grass is a water hog.

•  Another way to conserve water is to 
remove grass from narrow strips and 
install drought tolerant ground cover.

• This a good time to plant or trans-
plant palms.
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April Event Calendar

The following events have been 
selected for this list because they 
are no more than a 90 minute drive 
from Englewood.

April 3 – 5. Fri & Sat 8 to 5, Sun 10 
to 3. Tropiflora’s Spring Festi-
val. Orchids, bromeliads, succu-
lents, caudisiforms, carnivorous 
plants, aroids, ferns, fruit trees, 
more. Sale prices! Supplies, 
books, raffles, door prizes. Free 
admission. 3530 Tallevast Road, 
Sarasota 941.351.2267.

 www.tropiflora.com.
April 4. 9 to 1. Market in the Park. 

Farmer’s Market. Plants, 
seminars on gardening, nutri-
tion and cooking by extension 
experts. Master Gareners. 
Florida Botanical Gardens, 
12520 Ulmerton Road, Largo. 
727.582.2100. http://pinellas.
ifas.ufl.edu.

April 11. 8:30 to Noon. SW Florida 
Herb Day. Lee County Mas-
ter Gardeners. Vendors, door 
prizes, tasting table. $10. Exten-
sion. 3406 Palm Beach Blvd. Ft 
Myers, 239.533.7514.

April 11 – 12. Sat. 10 to 4, Sun. 10 
to 3. Spring Plant Festival. 
Huge variety, workshops, food. 
Admission $5. USF Botanical 
Gardens. 4202 E. Fowler Ave. 
Tampa. 813.974.2329.

 www.cas.usf.edu/garden.
April 24 – 26. 10 to 4. Sarasota 

Bromeliad Society Show & Sale. 
Exhibits, sales, rare plant auc-
tion. Selby Garden. 811 South 
Palm Ave. 941.366.5731.

 turtle1657@yahoo.com. 

The more help a person 

has in his garden, the 

less if belongs to him.

— William H. Davis

Maintenance of Bahiagrass Lawns
Establishment: Bahiagrass is planted by seed or sod. Sodding is initially more expen-
sive than seeding but produces an “Instant lawn.” Seeding is cheaper but takes longer. 
The best time to seed is from April through June although it can be planted as late as 
early October. However, by October establishment is much slower because of cooler 
weather and in most instances a good sod will not be formed until the following summer. 
Using scarified seeds will hasten germination.

Fertilizing: Proper fertilization of bahia is a very important part of a sound mainte-
nance program. Improper fertilization practices may contribute to maintenance difficul-
ties and increase insect, disease and weed problems. A minimum maintenance program 
would be two applications per year (spring and late summer) of a complete fertilizer such 
as 10-10-10 or 16-4-8. Yellowing due to iron deficiency may be a problem with bahia but 
can be overcome by using a fertilizer which contains iron or adding iron when yellowing 
occurs.

Mowing: Bahia should be cut at 3 to 4 inches, not lower. The mower blades should be 
kept sharp because bahia leaves are very tough and dulls the blades quickly.

Watering: Irrigation should be ¾ inch of water per application on your watering day. 
During the rainy season only water if no rain has fallen during the week. Bahia grass has 
the best drought tolerance of all grasses grown in Florida and will usually recover from 
severe drought injury soon after rain or irrigation. Do not over-water bahia as this weak-
ens the turf and encourages weeds.

Pest Problems: Bahiagrass is troubled by fewer insects, diseases and nematodes than 
the other Florida lawngrasses, but it is not pest-free.

Insects: The most serious insect is the mole cricket. It burrows through the soil and 
damages the roots, causing rapid wilting of the grass. Several lawn caterpillars can 
also cause damage.
Diseases: The only serious disease of bahiagrass is dollar spot which is expressed 
as spots several inches in diameter scattered across the lawn. A light application of 
nitrogen (½ pound nitrogen per 1,000 square feet) should encourage the grass to 
outgrow these symptoms.
Nematodes: Bahia grass can be parasitized by nematodes but the damage is much 
less than for other lawn grasses.

For more information, see your County Extension Agent or consult a knowledgeable 
person at a local nursery.

• Apply manganese sulfate to queen palms, royal palms, or king sago showing “frizzle 
leaf ” in new growth. You can apply up to five pounds for a mature palm. Also, I am 
aware that the king sago is not a palm but a cycad.

• Side-dress vegetable gardens with fertilizer. Plant summer vegetables such as okra, 
sweet potatoes, black-eyed peas and eggplant. I didn’t even mention peanuts.

• De-thatch St. Augustine grass if the thatch layer exceeds one inch. When re-estab-
lishing, avoid excessive irrigation and fertilization, which is what actually promotes 
thatch buildup.

Comment: Recently I watched a commercial on television advertising three upside 
down tomato plants for $19.95 with a guarantee that they will give you 180 pounds 
of tomatoes that year. For one person that is ½ lb. of tomato every day all year. Where 
would they be stored—tomatoes don’t keep well and is that much tomato good for your 
diet? For ten people in the family that is still 18 lbs. of tomatoes per person during the 
harvest season. I wonder how many people bought those plants and what happened?

More April Gardening


