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Next
Meeting

Tuesday: November 10, 2009 at 10:00 A.M.
At Elsie Quirk Library, Englewood

Tami Varckette, Florida Power and Light
Will speak on Vegetation Management (FPL Line Clearing 

Practices) and Right Tree, Right Place.

The 
Gardening News

Continued on page 4.

Water: We Didn’t Get Enough This 
Summer, So We Must Conserve.

Without water, plants will wilt and eventually die. With adequate water, plants will 
thrive and flourish. Like so many good things, too little can be as harmful as too much. 
There is only so much water and I believe the time has come for  gardeners, with every-
one else, to responsibly analyze how effectively we manage our own water management.

To determine how well you manage your garden watering, begin in the garden itself.  
First divide up your particular garden’s watering needs. Are there a lot of container 
grown plants? What are the soil conditions? If you live in an area with new construction 
they tend to have poor quality soil. What is the ratio of paved areas to planted areas? 
What are the various light and shade conditions as well as the various wind conditions 
in your garden? Wind conditions are often ignored but are very important in southwest 
Florida because often the cold wind is more of a plant killer than the actual temperature.

The next gardening watering management step is to look at and compare the equipment 
you have and what is available. Look over the watering and irrigation sections of some of 
your catalogs. Visit several gardening centers to see the latest watering equipment on the 
market.

Survey your own watering practices. Do you have a watering schedule? If not you should 
develop your own. List the areas in your garden that need watering for 12 months of the 
year. Remember that many trees and shrubs can suffer through drought periods better 
than others. Plants that do well in Florida are native plants as well as those that over 
many years have grown accustomed to the majority of rain in the summer and a greatly 
reduced amount in our winters. Also include container grown plants in your watering 
list, especially if they are part of your permanent landscape.

Your garden watering schedule should include all areas of your garden. Once such a 
schedule is made it is easier to identify areas that may need some changes such as remov-
ing a plant that doesn’t like heavy irrigation from an area where the remaining plants 
enjoy a lot of water. The watering schedule helps identify such areas as well as providing 
some rhyme or reason when areas should be irrigated rather than watering on a whim. 

November Speaker 
Will Talk About FPL 
Line Clearing Policy

At our November meeting, Tami 
Varckette, a spokesperson for 
Florida Power & Light (FPL) will 
explain the utilities procedures for 
keeping your electricity lines free 
of vegetation. She will explain what 
they remove and what they don’t 
remove as well as how often they 
come through your community to 
keep you and their lines safe.

A lot of mis-information concerns 
this work because we, as electric 
consumers, pay our bill each month 
but rarely read the other literature 
found in the envelope. Here will be 
a chance to ask questions.

She will also talk about a small 
booklet, Right Tree, Right Place, 
which explains and lists the trees 
that that should be planted as well 
as those that shouldn’t be planted. 
I hope she brings enough copies for 
each member.
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     The Gardening News is published by the Men’s Garden Club of Englewood each month there is a club meeting. There are meet-
ings each second Tuesday at 10:00 a.m. during the months of October to May at the Elsie Quirk Library, 100 West Dearborn 
Street, Englewood   Florida, 474.3515 except in January, when we have our annual luncheon meeting at a local restaurant.
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President’s Message
— John Halvorsen

Our first meeting of the new Club year gave us the opportunity to hear 
firsthand what a group of dedicated people can do when they put their 
minds and energy together.  Elaine Miller, Suncoast Architect, 300 West 
Dearborn St., who is also President of the Olde Englewood Village Asso-
ciation, spoke about the grand plans the Association has for the Dearborn 
Street area.  The plans are impressive, including both a performing arts 
center and development of a waterfront area including an outdoor music 
venue.

As I said when I introduced Elaine, Dearborn Street is special to Carol 
and me.  From it we get a real sense of home, kind of like Mayberry R.F.D. 
without Barney Fife (Don Knott).  We do not do enough there, but 
parades and galleries are not much our “thing” but the waterfront is.  So 
when I heard about development for visiting boaters etc. I stuck my oar 
in the water and have shared some thoughts with Elaine about a children’s 
fishing and marine study area; as well as facitlities for the disabled to fish.  
Neither of which are well served by current facilities.  I will be meeting 
further with her, probably when I mow the lawn at 300 W. Dearborn for 
our December plant sale.

By the time this is published we will have had our October sale at Jim 
Chandler’s.  We need to sell down our stock enough to make it manage-
able in December when it has to be moved to Elaine Miller’s property.  At 
our meeting, Jim expressed his appreciation for the effort put forward to 
get us to this point.  He confessed that he was not confident we would get 
the help he needed, but the club came through impressively.  Thank you!! 
Thank you!! 

Please note: Carol and I will host our annual club Christmas party on 
December 8th from 5:00 P.M. until..... Mark the date on your calendar.  
Refreshments and hors d’oeuvres are planned.  Attendees who can con-
tribute hors d’oeuvres will be appreciated.

See you on November 10th at Elsie Quirk.

John H.

Upcoming Club Events
This is a list of some of the club events 
that are scheduled for the next few 
months. They will be highlighted in 
future issues of the newsletter but 
this will enable you to mark them 
on your calendar so you don’t miss 
out on some very pleasurable social 
events as well as regular club activi-
ties.
November
10th   Regular club meeting. Speak-

er: Tami Varckette from FPL.
December
5th & 6th   Annual plant sale on 

Dearborn Street. Sign up for 
work schedule at November mtg.

8th   Regular club meeting. Speaker 
not set yet. First chance to sign 
up for Annual Luncheon.

8th   Annual Christmas Party. Carol 
and John Halvorsen will again 
host. Hors d’oeuvres would be 
appreciated.

January
12th   Annual Luncheon at the 

Jacaranda West Country Club. 
Reservation forms will be found 
in the December newsletter as 
well as at the December meeting. 
They must be returned to Sam 
Cario by Wednesday, December 
30th.  
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Continued on page 5.

Ixora coccinea & Ixora Hybrids

Ixora, Flame of the Woods, Jungle Flame or Jungle Geranium is a 
bushy, rounded shrub that has long been popular hedging in the subtropi-
cal regions of Florida. Ixoras freely produce loose, corymb–like cymes, 2 
– 5” across of red, orange, pink or yellow flowers. Available in a number of 
cultivars, this plant is a member of the Rubiaceae family which includes 
the Coffee plant and Gardenia.

Plant Facts:

Common Name:     Listed above.
Botanical Name:     Ixora coccinea.
Family:     Rubiaceae
Plant type:     Bushy shrub
Origin:     India, Sri Lanka
Zones:      10 – 11
Height:     5’, several dwarf cultivars are available.
Rate of Growth:     Medium
Salt Tolerance:      Medium
Soil Requirements:     Rich, well drained, moist, acidic.
Water Requirements:     Medium drought tolerance.
Nutritional Requirements:     Balanced liquid fertilizer monthly, bloom 

boost fertilizer around blossom time. Greatly appreciates side dress-
ings of compost or manure.

Light requirement:     Full sun.
Form:     Evergreen hedge which requires constant pruning to keep its 

shape.
Leaves:      Glossy, dark green to 6” long.
Flowers:     Terminal 5 to 6” wide clusters available in red, yellow, 

deep–orange, pink, scarlet and various shades of orange. Blooms 
year–round.

Fruits:
Pests or diseases:     Nematodes, root rot, leaf spots, scale insects, iron 

deficiency.
Uses:     Flowering hedge, shrub, flowering pot plant.
Bad Habits:
Cost:     Very reasonable.
Propagation:     Root semi–ripe cuttings in summer.

Source:     floridagardener.com

Note: Each month I will try to bring you an information sheet on a plant commonly 
grown in southwest Florida similar to the Ixora sheet above. It should be most 
helpful to those new to Florida when they make decisions about what to plant. This 
will take the place of the column, which has run for over six years, on gardening 
activities for the coming month. Monthly activities is still an important subject for 
newcomers but I hope this column and the Q & A section will also be helpful. Your 
comments are greatly appreciated.

Questions & Answers

Q  My beautiful ixora plant next 
to the house always seems to 

be pale green and struggling. Is the 
plant not a good one or am I doing 
something wrong?

AIxoras like acid conditions 
which are never found close to 

building foundations. Ideally, acid 
loving plants should never be closer 
than 3 feet from buildings so that 
their roots will be outside the zone 
of high alkalinity commonly found 
around buildings. You can try using 
acid fertilizers or foliar feeding 
which might improve the color, but 
the best thing would be to trans-
plant it further from the structure 
or even to another location.
I am still looking for questions from club 
members for this column. I don’t promise to 
answer each question but will present the 
information I have. Your help is essential. 

If you have email, send your question to:

kreutzer@earthlink.net

To use the postal service, send it to:

Frederick Kreutzer
4307 Manfield Drive
Venice     FL     34293

You can also call me at:

941.497.5259

QWe have a strangler fig grow-
ing up a brick privacy wall. 

We have cut back all its branches 
and want to kill the rest. What 
would be recommended to kill this 
nuisance plant?

A”Brush killer” is the general 
term for herbicides used to 

kill woody vines such as poison ivy, 
kudzu and juvenile strangler figs. A 
quick survey of local garden centers 
indicates that all brush killers con-
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Continued on page 5..

Conserving Water

Our county water restrictions keep us in check for the present but those restrictions 
may be lifted in the future and then a water schedule would be especially useful. Some 
of those restrictions should probably be incorporated in your schedule because they are 
good irrigation practices. They would include not watering during the heat of the day. 
Early morning or early evening is preferred. Also refrain from watering if the ground has 
enough moisture from a previous rain. For automatic systems a water shutoff device is a 
necessity. 

After you have developed a workable watering schedule you should evaluate your water-
ing equipment. Start at the faucets and check for leaks. Many gallons of water are wasted 
because of dripping faucets. Check the connections for hoses, nozzles, sprinklers and 
soaker hoses. Replace any missing or damaged washers.

Upgrading some of your equipment may help to conserve water in the long run. Adjust-
able sprinklers that allow a selection of coverage area can, over the year, save a consider-
able amount of water. In addition to adjustable portable lawn sprinklers, installed irriga-
tion systems should have sprinkler heads that direct the water onto the lawn area only 
and avoid watering the walks, driveways and other hard surfaces. The same principles 
apply when watering vegetable, flower and shrub beds.

Virtually all of the water that a plant absorbs is taken in through the plant’s roots, so 
while spraying water may look attractive, it is estimated that between 30 to 40 percent 
of the water is lost to evaporation and landing on hard surfaces. For this reason, more ho-
meowners and gardeners are considering the advantages of drip irrigation systems. (I am 
working on several pieces for a future issue of the newsletter which will be almost totally 
devoted to drip irrigation.)

When using hand watering equipment, select nozzles that have a spring shutoff. Water-
ing wands and fog nozzles should always be equipped with a shutoff valve. As with all 
gardening tools, provide preventive maintenance for your watering equipment on a 
regular basis. Lubricate moving parts. Clean the rose attachments to sprinkler cans and 
watering wands regularly as well as the heads of built in irrigation systems. I’ve heard 
good reports of soaking them in water which has Oxy-clean in it but I can’t vouch for it 
because I haven’t used it on gardening equipment.

If your system doesn’t have a timing device it might be time to consider one. Sophis-
ticated built-in irrigation systems often have complex control panels that permit the 
gardener to direct his irrigation when to water, how much to water and where it should 
be distributed. Smaller, less sophisticated timers can be attached to individual faucets. 
They will turn your water on and off when you are away from your garden. 

In addition to a well-planned watering schedule and the choice and proper maintenance 
of watering equipment, some basic gardening practices will enable you to further con-
serve water. Don’t fill your containers to the rim with the planting medium. Small pots, 
those under 18 inches in diameter should have approximately one inch of space between 
the top of the soil and the top of the rim. This space will act as a reservoir when you 
water. Larger pots should have a larger space between the rim of the pot and the soil.

Mulch is probably the biggest water saver in a garden, although this has recently been 
questioned in an article in Florida Gardening. (More on that in a future issue of this 
newsletter.) The common wisdom is that several inches of mulch on planting beds will 
reduce evaporation and conserve soil moisture. When planting new plants raise a 2 to 
3 inch ring or saucer-shaped area around each plant. This saucer of soil will allow you 
to flood or puddle the plant and hold the water in the area of the root ball. This is not 
recommended for plants that don’t like their roots in water but for many plants it works 
very well.

Portrait of a Florida 
Treasure

The author of this piece is Dr. Fred-
erick Essig an Associate Professor of 
Biology at USF  in Tampa. He first 
wrote about Florida’s native clematis 
in the Apr/May 2000 issue of Florida 
Gardening.

One of my favorite Florida natives 
is Clematis reticulata. This is one of 
the species of Clematis with color-
ful, bell shaped flowers, related to 
C. crispa and C. baldwinni, which 
can also be found growing wild in 
central Florida. Its flowers are a 
light purple on the outside, dark 
purple on the inside, and are pol-
linated by bumblebees.

The reason I like this species is that 
it is extremely drought tolerant and 
easy to grow. I have a colony grow-
ing along my front fence, where 
it sometimes intertwines with my 
Himalayan azaleas. It’s been there 
for nearly 20 years, surviving every 
extreme of weather, with no irriga-
tion, fertilization, pruning or any 
other care. It even mocks the other 
wilted plants in my yard by bloom-
ing during the height of the spring 
dry season. Unlike other vines, in-
cluding its relative C. virginiana, it 
never becomes a nuisance because 
it is a perennial herb that dies down 
to the ground each winter.

C. reticulata can be found grow-
ing wild in dry woods, in what is 
known as the Sandhill Commu-
nity, i.e. hilly areas dominated by 
turkey oaks and pines. I have found 
it along fences adjoining woods in 
eastern Hillsborough County, in 
the Chinsegut Hill Area of Her-
nando County, and many areas in 
between.
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November Event Calendar
The following events have been selected for this list because they are no 
more than a 90 minute drive from Englewood.

Sun 1 Hibiscus show. Harry Goulding Chapter AHS. Char-
lotte Cultural Center. 2280 Aaron Street, Pt. Charlotte. 
http://harrygouldingchapter.com

Sat 7, 9 – noon. South Florida Butterfly Conference. Speak-
ers: Marc Marino, Bob Wilk. Admission $8.00. Lee County 
Extension, 3406 Palm Beach Boulevard, Ft Myers. 239.533.
7514.            

Fri 27, noon – 5, Sat 28, 9 – 5 & Sun 29, 9 – 3. Garden Market. 
Organic and rare plants, orchids, flowers, trees, unique 
garden items, supplies, more. Experts, Garden Shoppe, 
workshops at 11 & 2. Under the historic banyan tree at the 
Edison & Ford Winter Estates, 2350 McGregor Blvd. Ft. 
Myers 239.334.7419. <www.efwefla.org>.

Support The Men’s Garden Club of Englewood            

Water: Conserve It.
Water conservation is simple and based on 
common sense. With some careful plan-
ning, a bit of maintenance and the choice 
of the correct equipment for the job, your 
gardening water will become more effi-
cient and less labor intensive and less time 
consuming. Take a few minutes to rethink 
your own watering habits and correct 
and improve where it is needed. You’ll be 
happier, your plants will do better and you 
will have conserved a considerable amount 
of water.

Look for the newsletter on drip irriga-
tion which will be a future issue. It may 
change your total view of how we water 
our plants. 

tain triclopyr as the active ingredi-
ent, with percentages ranging from 
8.8% in the concentrate to 0.1% in 
a ready–to–use formulation. For 
the best results, use the formulation 
with the higher triclopyr concen-
tration. 

A brush killer can be applied as a 
foliar spray or as a stump killer. It 
is generally used as a foliar spray if 
the chances of damaging desirable 
plants nearby are low. A cut stump 
treatment is recommended where 
the chances of damaging unintend-
ed targets are high.

Actively growing plants, or plants 
with new leaves, will be the easiest 
to kill. For this reason, cutting back 
your strangler fig was probably a 
good idea since it will stimulate 
new growth flush.

Brush killers are sold under the 
Ortho, Roundup, and Southern Ag 
labels. Be sure to read and follow 
label instructions.

Q & A

Herbicides, from page 3.

Tips For Using Color in the Garden

I’m sure very few of you thought this newsletter would turn into a deco-
rating instrument but for this issue that is the case. It is true that when we 
plant our gardens we don’t think of decorating but our flowers and plants 
with colored foliage are just as important as the colors inside our home. 
These tips on color are courtesy of Florida Gardening.
Warm colors, like reds, oranges and yellows, tend to advance toward you, 
while cool colors like blues, purples and greens tend to recede. A garden 
will have greater depth if warm colors are planted in the foreground.

Red, yellow and blue are primary colors from which all others are made. 
They make the liveliest combinations, but can quickly tire the eyes.

White flowers are the last ones to fade in the evening. Use them to bright-
en dark corners or to act as intermediaries between colors that clash.

Think past flowers. Keep the colors of buildings and even lawn furniture 
in mind when combining plants. Pick up the colors of flowers in garden 
art.

Combine flowers with analogous hues (those adjacent on the color 
wheel) to guarantee harmony.

Don’t overlook plants with colorful foliage , such as coleus and croton, to 
complement or harmonize with flowers.

The Oscar de la Renta and Calvin Klein lesson is now over. Use the colors 
that appeal to your eye. Your eye is a complex and sophisticated tool. 


