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Color in the Winter Landscape

Continued on page 2.

The 
Gardening News

Continued on page 3.

What Is In Your Fertilizer, 
or Fertilizer 101

 Soil. It’s the brown stuff we walk on every day without giving it a second 
thought.  The only time we might think of it is when it becomes a nui-
sance, like cleaning up muddy footprints left by the kids or vacuuming 
that fine, powdery dust tracked in from the outside.

It’s hard to believe something so innocuous as dirt can wield so much 
power. But it does. It can make or break your garden. About ten years ago 
or so I wrote a couple of articles on how to read a fertilizer label. I think 
it is time to do an encore but possibly with a sightly different slant. In this 
article I will focus on some of the minerals in fertilizer and why they are 
necessary and important. Your soil is alive, teeming with huge quantities 
of microorganisms that control the flow of carbon, nitrogen, phosphorus, 
sulfur and other soil nutrients needed to produce a medium that is vital to 
growing healthy plants. Some of these nutrients are called “major nutri-
ents” while some are called “minor nutrients.” The fact is that the lack of 
any of them can cause problems with your plants, so let’s discover why?

Major nutrients. Most gardeners are familiar with the “N–P–K’ in 
commercial fertilizers: nitrogen (N), phosphorus (P) and potassium (K). 
But these only represent part of the major nutrients a plant requires in 
relatively large amounts. The other major nutrients are sulfur, calcium and 
magnesium. All are necessary for the kind of strong, healthy growth that 
results in bountiful growth of landscape plants and beautiful ornamentals.

Minor nutrients. Minor nutrients are not really “minor,” or unimportant. 
They are essential—vital to plant growth but needed in lesser amounts 

Annual Scholarship
Plant Sale

December 5th and 6th

Call For Volunteers
A plant sale such as this requires a lot 
of volunteer help. There are many time 
periods when you can offer your help. 
Your help is crucial to the success of the 
plant sale. The following is a list of when 
volunteers are needed:

• Thursday, December 3rd at 8:30 
AM. Meet at Jim Chandler’s Place 
for about 2 ½ hours. Activities will 
include transportation of signs, layout 
of the site and installing signs for the 
plants.

• Friday, December 4th.  Meet at Jim’s 
Place for the transport of plants and 
setup at the sale site, 300 Dearborn 
Street. Call Jim for time to meet. 

Location of Jim’s Place

On Boundry Boulevard, 
west of Sunnybrook     

Boulevard, in Rotunda. 
941.697.7375
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President’s Message
— John Halvorsen

Our November meeting FPL speaker’s words were still fresh in my mind 
when the trucks hit our road.  It is hard to believe that all the growth they
are cutting down grew in only the few years that supposedly elapsed since
the last time.  They haven’t gotten to our Ficus yet which does brush the
wire a bit; I hope they don’t chop it back too brutally.  The information
was useful, it’s hard to imagine where else one could have gotten it.

We ran into a bit of luck with the December sale site at 300 W. Dearborn. 
It was to be used for parking for last weekend’s big block party so it was to 
be cleaned up for that.  Looks like my lawn mower can stay home.  Elaine 
Miller also invited us to use an outside outlet for the coffee pot (good 
news for the caffeine addicts) she also suggested we can use her bathroom. 
Now all we need to do is move tons of plants and sell them!

Thanksgiving is nearly upon us.  Hard to gather the traditional fall leaves 
for the table although the red maples (Acer rubrum) in the low lot down 
the road may turn any day now.  Last year fall was on a Tuesday if I 
remember correctly.  But, a nice bouquet of crotons or copper leaf stems 
add some fall colors to the table and probably could use a little pruning 
anyway.  Happy Thanksgiving to all, and we will see you at the December 
8th meeting.  

Note...  Please give us a buzz (or Email) at 475-8468 to let us know if
you will be joining us at our December 8th soiree, and what you might be 
bringing. 
At a recent party we did not ask and just about everyone brought shrimp. 
Shrimp is already covered.
John H. 

Plant Sale Schedule
Many of you have already signed 
up  for the actual Plant Sale on 
Saturday the 5th or Sunday the 6th. 
If you haven’t, call Jim Chandler or 
John Halvorsen to let them know 
when you will be there to help. The 
Saturday and Sunday schedule is as 
follows:

• Saturday, December 5th, 
 Shift 1. 8:30 AM to noon
 Shift 2. Noon to 4:00 PM

• Sunday, December 6th.
 Shift 1. 10:00 AM to 1:00  

  PM
 Shift 2. 1:00 PM to closing  

  and cleanup.

We Need As Much 
Help As We Can Get! 

Christmas
Merry  
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Continued on page 4.

 Dec. 5 & 6. 9–5 Sat, 10–4 Sun. The 
Men’s Garden Club of Engle-
wood annual plant sale. The 
work schedule and call for 
volunteers begins on page 1.

Dec. 18–23 and 26–27. 6 to 9 each 
of the days. Selby Lights in 
Bloom. A lush botanical garden 
sparkles for the holidays. En-
tertainment. Cafe and Garden 
Shop, many holiday activities. 
Adults $12, under 13 free. Selby 
Gardens, 811 So. Palm Ave. 
Sarasota. 941.366.5731. www.
selby.org.

December Event 
Calendar

The following events have been 
selected for this list because they 
are no more than a 90 minute drive 
from Englewood.

Merry Christmas
and a 

Happy New Year

What Is In Your Fertilizer, or Fertilizer 101

than “major” nutrients. Essential minor nutrients are the “secret weapons” 
of successful gardeners and farmers. But despite the critical importance 
of minor nutrients, some fertilizers do not include them. When shopping 
for fertilizer, examine the package label to determine if the minor ele-
ments are included: copper, zinc, boron, manganese, iron, molybdenum 
and chlorine. These minor nutrients, or trace elements, are required in 
small quantities

To ensure healthy plant growth, fertilizers may be added to the soil, but 
this is only necessary when the soil is unable to provide adequate amounts 
of the nutrients required. A soil test will help determine which nutrients 
need to be added. Let us now examine the above mentioned nutrients in 
terms of what they do and what they indicate when out of balance.

Nitrogen, which promotes vigorous growth is the element that soil 
requires in greatest quantity. It is the most important—yet the most 
often deficient—element in plant growth worldwide. Nitrogen is highly 
volatile, so it escapes to the air and leaches away in water runoff or into 
our Florida soil (sand). Nitrogen should be applied more often than most 
nutrients, especially if the organic content of the soil is low.

Nitrogen is essential to photosynthesis, healthy cell growth and reproduc-
tion. It is vital in producing chlorophyll (which gives leaves good green 
color) and amino acids. It also promotes shoot and leaf growth.

Phosphorus, assists in strong root growth, is required for cell growth, 
plant reproduction and is crucial for flower and fruit formation. Too little 
phosphorus can result in stunting. but too much can cause bitter flavor in 
crops. Symptoms of phosphorus deficiency are often mistakenly attrib-
uted to viral diseases.

Potassium, which improves flowering and fruiting, activates plant 
enzymes and keeps cell fluid movement in balance. Potassium regulates 
water loss through stomata (tiny pores) on the leaves, and it is necessary 
for root formation and food storage in the plant. Severe deficiencies in 
plants can appear as deformed, stunted or yellow leaves, weak stems and 
premature fruit drop.

Magnesium is an essential element of chlorophyll. Yellowing leaves mark 
a deficiency. When calcium and magnesium levels are not in balance, the 
level of other nutrients is disturbed.

Calcium is needed for cell division and plant growth. Its buffering charac-
teristics are critical to soil balance and largely determine the availability of 
other nutrients. Lack of calcium results in yellow or pale leaves and causes  
blossom–end rot on tomatoes and peppers. Calcium deficiency can cause 
brown-tipped leaves, curling margins, stunted plants and blackened, dying 
shoot tips.

Christmas Party
John and Carol Halvorsen will be 
hosting again on December 8 start-
ing at 5:30 PM. They would appre-
ciate a call letting them know you 
will attend and what you plan on 
bringing to the festivities.

See you at the party.          
Ho - Ho - Ho.
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Sulfur increases the protein content of crops and stimulates more rapid 
root development in all plants during growth periods. A lack of adequate 
sulfur is almost always a limiting factor in garden soils. Visible symptoms 
include a uniform yellowing and mild upward curling of leaves on defi-
cient plants. Nitrogen deficiency shows confusingly similar symptoms.

Copper. Most soils are deficient in copper. Some gardeners believe that 
copper is toxic to plants and should be kept out of the garden. Actually, 
too much copper can be toxic to roots and leaves but a small amount is 
a necessary component of plant growth. Copper should not be applied, 
however, before having the soil professionally tested.

Copper increases flavor and sugar content of vegetables and fruit. It also 
increases color intensity and yield of some vegetables. On the other hand, 
soil with high organic matter form a tight hold on copper and can thus 
cause copper deficiencies in plants. As a result, soils high in organic con-
tent are more likely to respond to copper applications.

An early sign of copper deficiency is the uniform, light green color of 
young leaves. Deficient plants produce small or yellowing leaves and may 
be particularly susceptible to airborne fungal diseases.

Zinc aids in moisture absorption and in the production of chlorophyll. 
A deficiency is indicated in tomatoes by small, narrow leaves with black 
spots in yellow areas; plants may be stunted.

Boron is the most widely deficient minor nutrient in vegetable crop soils. 
it is needed for protein synthesis and increases flower set, crop yield and 
quality. In combination with adequate phosphorus, boron increases pol-
lination, fruit set and seed development.

Boron deficiency causes growth reduction at the growing tips. Plants 
have small, crinkled, deformed leaves with large areas of discoloration. 
Boron deficiency is often caused by application of too much lime but in 
our highly alkaline soil lime is not a problem. While boron is essential for 
root growth and fruit development, it can be toxic if over applied.

Manganese accelerates seed germination and hastens the fruiting and ma-
turing of plants. Deficiencies result in yellowing, cupping and/or spotting 
of leaves, stunted growth and smaller plants.

Iron is essential for plants to make chlorophyll, plays a role in the synthe-
sis of plant proteins and helps plants “fix” nitrogen. A deficiency causes 
young yellow leaves with green veins, symptoms that are often confused 
with nitrogen deficiency. Iron deficiency often appears in soils with pH 
above 6.8; at neutral or high pH, the iron that may be in the soil is not 
readily available to plants.

How can this information be used? This is basically reference material to 
keep and refer to when you have a plant problem. It isn’t foolproof. Many 
plants get yellow leaves so it becomes tricky to determine what the plant’s 

problem may be. The following 
are a few suggestions that may be 
useful:

• Try to be systematic in your 
search for a solution. Look for 
the most obvious and easiest 
answers first.

• Search the plant for infestations 
of critters that are causing the 
problem. Deal with them.

• Is the plant where it’s not hap-
py? Does the plant like full sun 
but is stuck under an oak tree 
that was small when both were 
planted? Move the plant. It is 
difficult to move an established 
oak tree.

•  Review your irrigation and 
fertilization of the plant. Does 
it like a Florida native plant 
watering schedule: lots of water 
in the summer but not much in 
the winter? Does the fertilizer 
schedule work with the watering 
schedule?

• If you haven’t found the prob-
lem it may be time to examine 
the plant to see if some of the 
symptoms mentioned in the ar-
ticle are evident. However, there 
are many types of yellow leaves; 
some with curly sides, some that 
curl upward, some with green 
veins and some that are just 
totally yellow. If you decide it is 
the fertilizer you are using or the 
ground in which the plant has 
been planted it may be a good 
idea to have your soil tested 
before you proceed.

•  Both the Charlotte County and 
the Sarasota County Extension 
Service will test your soil.



Men’s Garden Club of Englewood

Annual Luncheon Meeting
 Where: Jacaranda West Country Club
  1901 Jacaranda Boulevard
  Venice     FL                    941.493.5010
 When: Tuesday, January 12, 2010 at 12:00 noon
 Cost: $18.50 per person, which includes entrée,
       beverage (coffee or iced tea), rolls, Black Forest   
  cake dessert, tax and gratuity.
 Entrée Choices: Beef Burgundy, Baked Salmon or Chicken Marsala.
Please complete the luncheon information form below and send it to Sam Cario, no later than Wednesday,             
December 30, 2009. Please complete the form even if you signed up at our December meeting or phoned to 
say you would attend. If you wish you may pay Sam Cario at the door.
After the luncheon there will be a brief business meeting, at the discretion of the President. Following the business 
meeting we will have our guest speaker.

 

Note: If you have an emergency and cannot attend, after committing to go, please contact:
Tom Cummiskey, 496.4623, or Sam Cario, 475.0124, as soon as possible.

!!

Please print member’s name      Spouse’s name
          For the name tag.

Number of persons attending luncheon  at $18.50 per person.                $

My choice(s) of entrée(s) is as follows: (Please indicate the number of each.)

 Beef Burgundy (Beef over pasta and mixed vegetables.)

 Baked Salmon (Baked salmon with rice & mixed vegetables.)

 Chicken Marsala (Chicken topped with a Marsala mushroom sauce.)

                  I would like to include my $15.00 MGCE dues for 2010.             $

Total amount of my check. ( Made out to, The Men’s Garden Club of Englewood.)            $

Detach and send, to be received no later than Wednesday, December 30, 2009, to: 
Sam Cario, 425 Lemonwood Drive, Englewood     FL     34223

Dress code at Jacaranda West CC: Jackets are required and no jeans are allowed.

The speaker will be announced later.

2010 Luncheon Reservations


