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Next 
Meeting

Our Annual Picnic Extravaganza
Hamburgers, sausage, salads, baked beans and other good 
dishes brought by our members. Possibly even an interesting 

game to tax your brain 

Continued on page 3Continued on page 2.

Growing Begonias in Florida
Begoniaceae is one of the most diverse of all plant families. Primarily tropical, herbaceous 
perennials, begonias are wonderfully adaptable to Florida. They come from high atitudes 
and lowland jungles, so there is always a begonia to fit your needs.

Begonias come in all shapes, sizes and colors from monstrous canes which reach skyward 
to six feet or more, to miniature rhizomatous types that seem happy in a teacup. Grow-
ing begonias is never a boring experience. To understand this huge plant family of over 
2,000 species and hybrids, the American Begonia Society (157 Monument, Rio Dell,  
CA  95562) has divided then into groups which share similar culture and growth habits. 
While each group has its exceptions, the basic care is much the same so that 95% of 
begonias can be grown in the same conditions anyway.

(Wax begonias, best known as bedding plants, will not be discussed due to their ease of 
care. Tuberous begonias only grow as winter “gift” plants also will not be discussed. Our 
summer heat melts them quickly.)

Cane–Like or Angel–Wings
Generally, the easiest to grow, canes enjoy the brightest light of all begonias, even full sun 
for a few hours a day. They range from compact shrubs under a foot tall to monsters over 
six feet.

Canes have gorgeous leaves and large, abundant flower clusters most of the year, with 
peak flowering usually from late summer into fall. Some are even fragrant, emitting 
scents of rose, cinnamon and other spices. Canes usually prefer a well-drained, airy soil 
that is allowed to dry out before watering thoroughly. They also require feeding more 
often, at least monthly with any well-balanced fertilizer. To enhance flowering, use a 
phosphorus ratio such as 15-30-15. Then stand back and admire the show.

Rhizomatous
Perhaps more difficult to grow than canes, rhizomatous begonias include the “beef- 
steak” and “lettuce leaf ” types so popular earlier in the last century. Their leaves arise 
from a creeping rhizome at the soil line which stores water.

At the Lemon Bay Park and Environmental Center, on
Tuesday, May 10, 2011 starting at 11:00 A.M.

This issue ends a series of articles on flow-
ering plants for southwest Florida. It was 
my intention to highlight flowering plants, 
that under the right circumstance, would 
be an asset to your garden. Some plants 
are very easy growers while others needed 
a little more attention, but all would 
enhance the look of your garden.

Next fall, starting in the October issue of  
The Gardening News, the articles will be 
devoted to plants that have colorful foliage 
and help provide a tropical look to your 
garden. There are many so I am asking for 
your help. If you have a plant or plants in 
mind that you would like highlighted next 
year, please send me an email telling me 
about the plant. The rules are simple for 
your suggestion. The plants must be easy 
to grow and thrive in southwest Florida 
(zones 8 and 9a and 9b). They must also 
be able to thrive in our relentless summer 
heat.

Some of our members have not paid their 
$15.00 dues for the next year. This will 
therefore be the last issue of the newsletter 
they can expect to receive until their dues 

Editor’s Notes
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The Gardening News is published by the Men’s Garden Club of Englewood each month there is a club meeting. We meet each second 
Tuesday at 10:00 A.M. during October to May at the Elsie Quirk Library, 100 West Dearborn St., Englewood Florida (474.3515) 
except in January when we have our annual luncheon meeting, and in May when we have a picnic.
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President’s Message
— Jim Sciarello, President   

Frederick Kreutzer, Ed.D.
4307 Manfield Drive

Venice     FL     34293–5253
941.497.5259

email:  kreutzer@earthlink.net

Please address any articles, graph-
ics or questions about the newslet-
ter to the editor at the above postal 
or email address.

Wow! It is hard to believe that a year has passed since we started our 2010 – 2011 club 
season. Yet, here we are ready for our May picnic, the last meeting for the first half of 
2011. It also seems that summer like temperatures have arrived early and we already have 
had sightings of love bugs. 

The May picnic will be held at Lemon Bay Park in Englewood on Tuesday, May 10. 
We will meet at 11:00 A.M. and have some fun activities and then enjoy hamburgers 
and hot dogs, cooked to perfection by our member volunteers, and the wonderful side 
dishes prepared by members and spouses. It will be a relaxing end to a very full schedule 
of meetings and field trips. If you have not signed up yet please give me a call and let me 
know you will be attending.

On the same day of the picnic the Lemon Bay High School Senior Awards night will be 
held. Thanks to a very successful 2010 plant sale we will be presenting a $1,000 scholar-
ship award to our lucky recipient. If anyone is interested in attending please let me know 
and we can car pool or meet there.

In order to prepare for the December scholarship plant sale, the plant sale committee 
members have been meeting regularly since the beginning of the year. We have a large 
variety of cuttings and seeds that are growing nicely. Things are starting to look good. 
I know many of you will be leaving for the summer but if you are here in Englewood 
during the summer, I invite you to join us. Stop by Paul’s yard to see how things are go-
ing and to help out with the chores that are needed. We will be meeting every Tuesday 
morning at 8:30 A.M. to re-pot plants, feed, weed and nurture the plants we are propa-
gating. For those of you remaining in Paradise for the summer I hope to see you at some 
of the Tuesday work sessions.

Have a great summer whether it is here in Florida or somewhere “up North”. Stay healthy 
and safe and I look forward to seeing everyone at the May Picnic and again when we 
resume our fall meeting schedule in October. 

Jim

have been paid. Send your check to either 
Sam Cario, Membership Chairperson, at 
425 Lemonwood Drive, Englewood   FL   
34223 or to Don Harvey, Treasurer, at 
405 Lemonwood Drive, Englewood   FL   
34223.

By your rejoining you help make garden-
ing more important in the Englewood 
area.

By the time of our October meeting the 
database should be in much better shape. 
I should have new membership cards, 
name tags for our meetings and a new 
directory.

Our picnic on May 10 begins at 11:00 
AM. I would suggest to those bringing 
food to arrive a little earlier so the food 
can be set out properly.  

Finally, I hope you have a great summer. 
It is a great time of the year.  Because of 
the relentless heat many treat our sum-
mers as northerners treat their winters. 
Not much takes place except looking 
through catalogs. Some of that is true 
but because our growing season begins in 
September preparation is very important, 
even in Florida.

Our sun is intense, so be very careful and 
protect yourself when working outside. 
Try to avoid the middle of the day, wear 
sunscreen, drink lots of liquids and wear 
loose clothing that covers bare skin.

Editor’s Notes 
from page 1.

Picnic Information
Check out the column on page 3 which lists those coming to the picnic and what they are 
bringing. It’s the largest number we have had for our picnic. The cuisine must have something 
to do with it. If you haven’t committed, please call Jim Sciarello and join us.
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 Rhizomatous types encompass the largest begonia group, with over 500 species and 
triple that number in hybrids. Most rhizomatous begonias spread along the soil with 
shallow root systems, so low bowls are ideal growing containers. They detest wet feet and 
need to dry out often. 

Rhizomatous leaves are frilled, crested, curled, pointed, flushed and fingered. They range 
from miniatures that mature at four inches to behemoths with leaves over a foot wide 
that spread three to five feet. The larger types are best suited to growing in the landscape 
as the miniatures tend to get lost. Leaves are green, silver, rose, white and all combina-
tions. Fertilize less often than canes. Their bloom season in Florida is February through 
April. The tall flower spikes, held mostly above the foliage, are often fragrant and abun-
dant.

Shrubs
Shrubs are aptly named as they grow into full plants quickly, with more width than 
height. They are easy to grow, seasonal in bloom with summer usually the best season, 
and require little care. Shrubs can tolerate most light levels and are very diverse.

Most shrubs grow one to three feet tall and wide and flowering tends to be in sprays 
rather than clusters. Leaves can be hairy, smooth, frilled or glossy and in all colors of 
green, silver, bronze, cocoa and pink. Enjoying their feet on the dry side, these are excel-
lent plants for the beginner.

Thick Stemmed
Tending to form a few trunks rather than full specimens, thick-stems are the curio of the 
begonia family. Often tall and lanky, they are best grown as succulents, on the dry side 
and in bright light. Blooming is seasonal, with summer through fall most prevalent.

Trailing–scandent
Trailers are great for baskets, poles or growing up trees, and are generally easy to grow. 
While the diversity is minimal, they tend to be everblooming and flower most of the 
year.

Begonia Culture
Begonias thrive in Florida’s heat and humidity. Most tolerate our summers and almost all 
handle our winter chill down to freezing. However, soil is the key to growing begonias in 
pots or in the landscape. Only use well drained soil, with the “professional mixes” being 
an excellent choice.

Indoors, choose well lit positions. Outdoors, bright shade is best. Deep shade tends to 
produce weak, spindly plants. Fertilizing is truly a matter of choice, but use a fertilizer 
with micro-nutrients (iron, zinc, etc.) for lush, full growth. Moisture is essential, but 
never too much. Begonias are generally succulent, so they store water. If in doubt, wait a 
day or two to water.

Landscaping with begonias is an excellent idea. Choose the larger varieties, as they return 
from freezes quickly. Tall canes in sunny spots make a unique addition to any garden. 
Large leaved rhizomatous types make excellent ground covers for partly shaded spots. 
But the key to landscape use is soil improvement. Nematodes, our ever-present soil crea-
tures, can decimate a begonia in a year or two without organic matter. When planting, 
make each hole large and deep; add peat, leaves and mulch. If they freeze back, wait until 
new growth starts and prune away damaged leaves—not before you see new growth.

Begonias are diverse, unique and easy to grow. What a perfect plant for Florida.

Sources
Sunshine State Tropicals. 6329 Alaska Ave. Dept FLA, New Port Richey FL 34653
 727.841.9618
B & K Tropicals, 5300 48 Ter N, Dept FG, St Petersburg  FL  33709      727.522.8691  

Growing Begonias in Florida — from page 1. End-of-Year Picnic
For the last 10 or so years we have ended our 
year with an out-of-doors social event called 
a picnic. Over time we’ve gone from having 
gardening programs (which were difficult 
to hear in the spring breezes) to just a picnic 
and social event.

Below is a list of members, the number at-
tending () and what they plan to bring:

Bob Aspery  (2), Dessert
John Beyernheimer  (2), Salad
Sam Cario  (2), Salad
Jim Chandler  (2), Salad
Chuck Fendrych  (1), Potato Salad
Gerry Frig  (2), Chips, and such.
John Halvorsen  (2),
Don Harvey  (2), Soda
Paul Jarvi  (1), Dessert
Fred Kreutzer  (1), Baked Beans
Bernie Lanza  (2), Fruit Salad
James McCracken  (2), Slaw
Royce Neidlinger  (2), Macaroni Salad
Mel Peterson  (2), Side Dish
Tony Schmidt  (2), Pastry
Jim Sciarello  (2), Iced Tea, Lemonade, Ice
Carl Snyder  (1),
Todd Tinkham  (2), Potato Salad
Pat Urschel  (2), Dessert
Gus Vassilaros  (2), Dessert

That is an impressive list. If any member 
that has not signed up would like to be part 
of the picnic, please call Jim Sciarello at 
941.474.6147, as soon as possible.

At any of our picnics we have never been 
short of food and I don’t believe we will be 
short this time. However, there are some 
items that Bob Woynicz and Tom Cum-
miskey used to bring which I don’t see on 
the list.

Bob has moved away and he always pro-
vided sliced tomatoes and sliced Spanish 
onions for those who like that on their burg-
ers. Much of it came from his own garden, 
he was our edible garden expert.

Tom, who has not been to a meeting for some 
time because it conflicts with his therapy for 
severe back problems always provided salt, 
pepper, catsup, relish, mustard and other 
items that some people like on hamburgers 
and hot dogs.

Possibly we can find a volunteer(s) to pro-
vide some of these items for this picnic. 
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Bougainvillea

Many of the blooms you see blooming at this time of the year are bougainvillea.  It is 
named after a French navigator M. de Bougainville.

It is a viny plant with long thorny canes and with alternate heart shaped leaves and flow-
ers. Its habitat is Brazil and central and south Florida. It requires full sun for best flower-
ing. It is tolerant of various soils but may develop chlorosis on calcareous soil. It should 
be planted in an acid medium: spray for leaf-chewers and keep lawn grasses off the roots. 
Fertilize lightly three times a year. It has a habit of sprawling by these far reaching canes. 
It is enjoyed during the cooler months with spectacular colored bracts which enclose 
inconspicuous flowers. Bougainvillea is drought and salt tolerant. It requires minimal 
fertilization and has few pests.

There are some challenges for this plant. Its rampant growth requires regular pruning. 
Because of the thorns, no one pruning it comes away unscathed. If planted near other 
ornamentals it will send shoots to the tops of small trees where they branch out to shade 
out foliage. Once this happens, the plant is difficult to remove. It can be killed back by 
hard freezes (thank goodness), but it almost always returns in the warmth of spring. For 
this reason it is best planted away from other ornamentals where it is much easier to 
control.

The successful uses of bougainvillea would be to grow it along open fence lines or ma-
sonry wall, In such situations bougainvillea can be striking. One rather comic reported 
use of the plant is to plant it outside the windows of teenagers to discourage escapees and 
prowlers.   

Coreopsis — Florida’s State Wildflower

This year the articles in The Gardening News have centered on flowering plants that 
should grow well in our area, southwest Florida. In this last issue, before the summer, I 
will focus on our state wildflower.

The Coreopsis species are commonly referred to as tickseeds because the flat small fruit 
(achene) is ovalish to round and has two short spines that give it a bug-like appear-
ance. Tickseed flowers generally have eight showy ray flowers (“petals”) that are usually 
toothed at their ends. All tickseeds in Florida, except Swamp Tickseed, have yellow ray 
flowers.

There are 13 tickseed species that occur in Florida, two which do not occur in any other 
part of the world. Before 2001, seed of only two species have been sown by Florida 
Department of Transportation. Since 2002 many more species of tickseed have been 
harvested from plants that are adapted to our climate and have been produced by Florida 
growers.

The following list is general information on flowering, life cycle, abundance, and the 
types of habitat tickseeds grow in Florida. It refers to naturally occurring populations, 
except where noted.

Coreopsis basalis (Goldenmane Tickseed, Dye Flower); annual; spring flowering, 1 to 1½ 
feet; grows in sunny, disturbed sites that have dry sandy soil.

Coreopsis floridana (Florida Tickseed); perennial; fall, winter flowering; 2 to 3 feet; 
grows in moist pinelands, prairies, edges of cypress swamps, moist ditches & swales.

Coreopsis gladiata (Coastalplain Tickseed); perennial; summer, fall flowering; 2 to 3 
feet; grows in moist pinelands, prairies, edges of cypress swamps, moist ditches and 
swales.

Coreopsis grandiflora (Largeflower Tickseed); perennial; spring, summer flowering;         

 1 to 2 feet; grows in sunny disturbed 
sites.

Coreopsis integrifolia (Fringeleaf Tick-
seed); perennial; fall flowering; 1 to 
2 feet; grows in floodplains, and river 
and stream banks.

Coreopsis lanceolata (Lanceleaf Tickseed); 
perennial; spring, summer flowering; 
10 to 15 inches; grows in sunny sites 
that have dry, sandy soil.

Coreopsis leavenworthii (Leavenworth’s 
Tickseed); Annual; year round 
flowering; 1 to 2 feet; grows in moist 
pinelands and disturbed sites, moist 
ditches and swales.

Coreopsis linifolia (Texas Tickseed); peren-
nial; fall flowering; 2 to 4 feet; grows 
in moist pinelands, prairies, edges of 
cypress swamps, moist ditches and 
swales.

Coreopsis major (Greater Tickseed); peren-
nial; summer flowering; 2 to 3 feet; 
grows in sunny sites that have dry, 
sandy soil.

Coreopsis nudata (Georgia Tickseed, 
Swamp Coreopsis); perennial; spring 
flowering; 2 to 4 feet; grows in moist 
pinelands, prairies, marches and 
swamps, moist ditches and swales.

Coreopsis pubescens (Star Tickseed); peren-
nial; summer flowering; 1 to 4 feet; 
grows in moist pinelands.

Coreopsis tinctoria (Golden Tickseed); an-
nual; summer flowering; 1 to 3 feet; 
grows in sunny moist, disturbed sites, 
moist ditches and swales.

Coreopsis triperis (Tall Tickseed); peren-
nial; summer flowering; 2 to 4 feet; 
grows in moist hardwood, or hard-
wood/pine forests.

There are three things that if a 
man does not know, he cannot 
live long in this world: what is too 
much for him, what is too little for 
him and what is just right for him.

— Swahili Proverb
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Pruning Should be an Annual Chore

Some gardeners overdo it, some underdo it, and some meek folks can’t bring themselves 
to do it at all. I’m talking about pruning but this is not an article about how to prune. 
That article may be better put off until next year when our chosen plants from this year 
may need to have their shape adjusted. This article will help gardeners to avoid this chore 
without a guilty conscience.

Because thoughtfully designed landscapes require minimal upkeep, a lot of the prun-
ing that people do is the result of poor planning. Trimming, thinning, cutting-back and 
shaping should be once a year events, not ongoing projects. The most important factor 
in minimizing pruning begins in the nursery when you choose plants. At that time you 
should select species and varieties that won’t outgrow the spaces you allot to them. As 
an example don’t install podocarpus, sweet viburnum or eleagnus under a window: Use 
lower growing, slower growing plants like Japanese boxwood, sandankwa viburnum or 
India hawthorn instead. In many cases, dwarf or compact forms of larger-growing plants 
are available.

Putting plants in the right places includes setting them a reasonable distance from 
structures and from each other. Common sense decisions like this reduce maintenance 
for years to come.

Equally vital is realizing where you live. Lots of people trim their plants as if Queen 
Elizabeth were coming to visit, and they want her to feel at home. But we live in a sub-
tropical climate, so our landscapes should be informal. Don’t view every yellow leaf and 
jutting twig as a personal affront. In Florida gardens, straight lines and sheared plants 
should be avoided in favor of curves and informally maintained plants. Select species 
that look best when allowed to grow naturally. These include abelia, Chinese privet, 
loropetalum, silverthorn, nandina, palms, thryallis, chaste tree and crape myrtle.

Hedges and screens should also be informally maintained. Better still, are shrubbery 
borders made up of small trees, shrubs of all sizes and a range of perennials. Such a mix is 
much more attractive and easier to maintain than a hedge.

Another way to radically reduce pruning is by limiting or forgoing fertilizer for most 
plants. Applying fertilizer triggers an abundance of new growth that increases main-
tenance and attracts pests. What should be liberally and regularly applied, though is 
mulch. Whether bark, pine straw, oak leaves or a blend of materials, the benefits are 
immeasurable.

The Good Bugs
We always seem to be talking about the insects that are doing damage to our beautiful 
plants, but we seldom give credit to the insects that are beneficial in our gardens. Most 
people are actually surprised that the beneficial insects in our gardens far outnumber the 
pest insects.

Some insects become a part of the life cycle of the plants by acting as pollinators, while 
others keep harmful insects in check by parasitizing or feeding on them. When we use 
chemicals to rid the garden of pests, we are also eradicating beneficial insects, and often 
create an imbalance that effects the overall health of the garden.

For this reason it is usually recommended that your first approach is to use the least 
damaging form of pest control. This can be as simple as a water spray from a garden hose. 
Once the culprit has been removed from the plant most cannot return to their former 
banquet and will die. A second line of defense would be to use a spray of a solution of 
horticulural oil or soap which is particularly effective  by smothering unwanted pests.

Use the least ecologically damaging method first, then move to more specific methods 
for the problem pest. In many cases that should solve the problem.  

Butterfly Garden    
Design

A well-planned butterfly garden requires 
that certain butterfly needs are met. In ad-
dition, it should be pleasant to look at and 
walk through. This is a very brief overview 
of what is considered necessary.

Sunlight – Butterflies need sunlight to 
provide them with energy for flight and 
other activities. Flat stones or gravel placed 
in a sunny place will allow a basking spot 
with added warmth.

Open Space – Butterflies need room to fly 
around, so it is wise to include open spaces 
in a butterfly garden for their movement.

Wind Protection – Butterflies are light 
and fragile and need protection from 
wind.

Wet Soil – Butterflies have to obtain water 
by “sipping mud” or “puddling” which 
is the process in which they stick their pro-
boscis into the soil and absorb moisture. 
They can’t drink from a pond.

Roosting Spot – Butterflies roost at 
night and in foul weather. Many plants 
are useful for roosting but those placed in 
protected areas are best.

Nectar Plants – Butterflies need a nectar 
source to fuel their activities. In South 
Florida, butterflies are active almost 
year-round and need some source of 
nectar throughout the year, not just in the 
summer.

Larval or Host Plants – Most butterflies 
lay their eggs on a specific  plant or family 
of plants. Their caterpillars can’t survive 
unless they have the correct food source. 
In order to have a successful butterfly gar-
den you must decide which butterflies you 
want to attract and keep around and then 
plant not only a nectar source but also ac-
ceptable larval plants for their use.

Pesticides – Pesticides should not be used 
in a butterfly garden. Butterflies and their 
larvae are very sensitive to pesticides and 
will be adversely affected by their use.

In a future issue, I will develop more 
complete information on how to develop 
a butterfly garden. It’s not as easy as just 
planting the right plants, but very reward-
ing. 
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It Is Question and Answer Time, Again.

Q.My bougainvillias were beautiful all during the spring and early 
summer, but now they aren’t flowering. Is there anything I can do 

to get them back in bloom again?

A.Most bougainvilleas don’t flower well in our rainy summers 
because they like dry conditions. If you can plant them in well-

drained sites, you might be able to keep them flowering during the wet 
summer season.You could also try growing them in containers with a very 
well-drained potting soil mix.

Q.Two years ago I planted a blooming bougainvillea tree. It stayed 
in bloom for about four months. After that it began to shed about 

half its leaves, then grew new ones and then repeated the cycle. I’ve not 
had any color this year. The tree is watered twice weekly. What could be 
the problem?

A. Falling leaves from a bougainvillea implies a leaf disease. Leaf dis-
eases are usually caused by over irrigation, especially of plants that 

originate in dry areas such as bougainvillea. In the case of bougainvillea, 
no water is often better than some water. Also, over pruning, especially 
in the fall, is often detrimental to flower and bract production. Very little 
water, correct pruning, plus a fungicide to control Cercospora leaf spots 
will go a long way toward solving this problem.  

Q.I planted a bougainvillea in late winter. It was blooming when I 
bought it and has grown vigorously, but hasn’t bloomed. Should I 

give it a bloom-type fertilizer?

A.Bougainvilleas differ greatly by variety as to when and how often 
they flower. Some types tend to bloom off and on throughout the 

season, while others flower only during the late winter and spring months. 
If your bougainvillea is one that should bloom off and on, then the only 
reason it isn’t flowering is that the plant is establishing and putting its en-
ergy into growth. As temperatures cool and growth slows, it should start 
to flower. You could use a bloom booster fertilizer to help the plant along, 
but it’s not essential. In time, the plant will flower. Allowing the plant to 
stay dry (but not to the point that it wilts severely), for a month or two 
during the fall tends to promote flowering in late winter or spring. 

Q.My canna lily was full of blooms three years ago, but now it just 
grows foliage. Am I doing something wrong? How can I get them 

to bloom again?

A.For best results, canna need full sun and soil that drains well. 
Northern gardeners can grow cannas outdoors in the summer but 

dig up the non-hardy rhizomes and store them indoors in winter. Garden-
ers in hardiness Zones 8 to 11 can leave them in the ground all year. 

Q.I have a beautiful gardenia 
bush. It has dark leaves and 

blooms often, however, the flow-
ers are small. Are there different 
varieties of gardenias, or is my plant 
lacking something? Most of the 
gardenias I have seen are twice the 
size of the flowers on mine.

A.The popularity of the 
common gardenia or cape 

jasmine (Gardenia augusta), has 
led plant breeders to develop plants 
with varying flower and leaf sizes, 
fragrance, color and growth habits. 
Plants with these variations are 
known as cultivars, or cultivated 
varieties. Unless your soil is excep-
tionally dry, there is no other likely 
reason for the small flower size, 
except variation expressed by differ-
ent cultivars.

Q.I have a potted gardenia 
which is not grafted and 

is outgrowing its container on my 
patio. Can I plant outside in the 
ground and have it survive and 
thrive?

A.Most ungrafted gardenias 
will last only a short period 

in an average landscape due to 
problems with nematodes or soil 
diseases. Gardenias bred for land-
scape purposes are usually grafted 
on a nematode– and disease– resis-
tant rootstock. You can enjoy your 
gardenia for a few more years as a 
container plant by either pruning it 
back or moving it into the next size 
container.

Have a great summer!
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The Real Scoop on Doot

Last month I promised you a chart of the composition of the various types of doot that gardeners 
may encounter. That article and this chart may help you decide if you want to use animal manure.

 Nitrogen (%N) Phosphorous (%P) Potassium (%K)

Horse .65 .25 .50
Cow .55 .15 .50
Sheep* 1.00 .75 .40
Pig .55 .30 .45
Chicken 1.10 .90 .50
Turkey 1.30 .70 .50
Duck 1.10 1.45 .50
Goose 1.10 .55 .50
Bat 10.00 4.00 2.00

*     Rabbit, goat and llama should be closest to sheep manure.

Note: Without knowing any better, I once used raw chicken manure from a local egg farmer on 
my lawn. It was difficult to spread, didn’t break down very well and the lawn appear as if it had 
sprouted feathers. I should have put it on my compost pile and let it decompose. Sometimes good 
intentions are thwarted by unwanted consequences. Editor. 

Who Doesn’t Like Iris?

Talk about your rags-to-riches story. The Louisiana iris has gone from being not much more than a pretty weed to one of the most sought-after 
garden perennials. This lowly plant has found itself exalted far and wide, and for good reason. Once you meet this charmer you’ll want to join 
the ranks of those growing it and singing its praises.

The roots of Louisiana iris are indeed found in that watery land of bayous and swamps, but this stunning and adaptable flower has come a long 
way since it was “discovered” by plantsmen in the early part of the 20th century. A true member of the iris family, it is one of the few of its kind 
that thrive in the hot humid atmosphere of the Deep South. It is also the only one of its family to display a range of reds, along with other color 
variations that include white, yellow, blue and purple. For more than half a century, growers have been developing new exciting color combina-
tions through hybridization.

Though they originated in wetlands, with a minimum of care anyone can grow Louisiana irises. 
Admirers of this lovely flower range far beyond its homeland to California, the midwest, even 
to Europe and Australia, testifying to its adaptability. 

In the language of flowers, the iris stands for messenger. Iris was the messenger of the ancient 
Greek gods, Zeus and Hera. She traveled between the heaven and earth on the rainbow. Iris is 
the Greek word for rainbow, and Greeks planted iris on the graves of women in hopes that Iris, 
the goddess, would lead their souls to the Elysian Fields. The  ancient Egyptians held the iris as 
a sacred symbol of life and resurrection that was associated with their god, Osiris. During the 
Middle Ages, the sweet-smelling  root of iris, called orris root, was used in the manufacture of 
cosmetics and perfumes. Iris rhizomes have also been used as voodoo dolls in the West Indies as 
they resemble seated figures.

The Louisiana iris is not only beautiful in bloom, but its strappy green foliage is a wonderful 
contrast in the flower bed. There are variegated foliage varieties, too. If you have the right place 
to grow them, they are easy to grow. A good site for Louisiana iris has rich, organic soil, either 
slightly or in a place that can receive regular watering. These hardy plants not only tolerate our 
hot, damp summer days, but actually prefer them.

Be forewarned, the Louisiana iris will put you under its spell with its beauty, range of color and 
ease of culture. Once you have become acquainted with this southern native, you will be smit-
ten. Esteemed though these plants are it is sometimes frustrating with efforts to locate Louisi-
ana iris plants for sale. I have located several sources on the internet. Just type into Google or 
some other search program  <Louisiana iris> and a number of sites appear, some better than 
others. Good luck.

Buying a Healthy Plant

Walking into a plant nursery for a gardener is 
like walking into a toy store for a kid. With so 
much to choose from it is agonizing to make 
one choice over another. Having a specific 
plant in mind makes it a lot easier but there is 
still the problem of choosing a healthy plant. 
The following may offer some help.

Step one is to find a reputable nursery. They 
should have a large supply of plants as well as 
an experienced staff. The staff should be fa-
miliar with the plants and able to offer advice 
on caring for your purchases. They should be 
able to tell you under what conditions this 
plant will do best including watering and 
feeding schedules.

As you search for the plant(s) you want there 
are some guidelines. Look for healthy green 
foliage. Search for signs of insect or disease 
damage. If you spot any damage, walk away. 
Often healthy looking plants can be root 
bound. This is not always a death sentence for 
the plant. If the plant is healthy and you like 
it you could buy it and plant it in a larger pot 
and free up the roots. On the other hand you 
can decide to buy another plant. 

Buying bulbs and  corms it is best to choose 
only large, firm and unblemished specimens. 
Those that have dark sections and are soft to 
the touch should be avoided.

If you are buying annuals, choose plants with 
buds instead of blooms for longer-lasting 
color. Avoid tall, lanky annuals that are drop-
ping leaves, these plants suffer from lack of 
water. Buy perennials early to establish them 
in the soil sooner. Choose varieties with excel-
lent disease- or insect-resistance.

By carefully choosing plants at a nursery, you 
will reduce the likelihood of plant problems 
later. You will also want to return to that 
nursery for future purchases.


