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 Air Layering
Use it when you’re pretty sure nothing else will work.

Air layering is one of the most useful propagating skills that a gardener 
can acquire. It’s not particularly fast nor will it produce plants in great 
numbers, but once mastered, it manages to reclaim plants that would 
otherwise be lost. It is a way of renewing, sort of, those leggy or too tall or 
simply bedraggled specimens that aren’t suitable for any other treatment. 
When you have a specimen that’s too large for cutting and too wieldy for 
ground layering, the solution is invariably air layering. Air layering is a 
catchall technique you use when nothing else will work.

Layering is a method of propagating plants by inducing the production 
of roots in above-the-ground growth. It is different from cuttings in that 
the part of the plant that is to have new roots isn’t completely severed 
from the parent plant. Rather, a wound is made in the stem or branch so 
as to partially disconnect plant from branch. This partial severing has two 
effects: 
First, the layering part suffers a reduction in nutrients and water it 
receives from the roots of the parent. In order to make up for this loss, 
it is forced to generate new roots. This, of course, is the same sort of 
process that goes on in a cutting. The severed part has to grow roots to 
survive. But, in layering there’s a difference. The whole thing isn’t quite so 
desperate, since some water is still supplied by the roots.
Second, the effect of severing a layered part is the stopping of the flow 
of foods, manufactures in the leaves, to the lower stem and roots. These 

He will demonstrate the Japanese art of saikei.

  Our Annual Luncheon 
Speaker is Hal Mahoney

Our Annual Luncheon celebrity 
will be our own Hal Mahoney, a 
world recognized bonsai expert. 
His program is called Saikei 
meaning Tray Landscape, which 
is one of the many offshoots of 
bonsai. Saikei “is the art of creating 
tray landscapes that combine 
miniature living trees with soil, 
rocks and water.” See page 4 for 
more information on Saikei.

Hal is an excellent presenter, having 
done this hundreds of times all 
over the U.S. and as far away as 
China, where he was invited by the 
Chinese Bonsai Society. He is so 
well regarded that he was met at 
the airport by the leading Bonsai 
expert in China.

He has also been on the Board 
of Directors of the U.S. Bonsai 
Society and has many articles to his 
credit.
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New name badges are available for all 
members. Please pick up yours and throw 
away the old one that is in your hanging 
holder.

If you haven’t picked up the new 
2011–12 Directory please do so. Also, 
if you need a looseleaf book, I will have 
some at the February meeting. There is 
also a new cover for your looseleaf book, 
also available at the February meeting.

There are two projects I would like to 
accomplish this year: 

One, is to enhance the information in 
our Directory and clean up the design of 
each entry so it looks better. The present 
Directory is OK as far as information is 
concerned but its appearance could be 
improved.

Two, I would like to add each persons 
picture in the Directory. To do this I need 
to take each member’s picture. I have to 
work out a schedule so it won’t interfere 
with the meeting activities. More on this 
at the February meeting.

I would like ideas, from the members, on 
articles or topics they would like to see in 
the newsletter. I try to use information 
appropriate to the time of year such as 
the Christmas cactus in the December 
issue. The short piece on peppers was 
designed to stimulate interest in growing 
vegetables in your gardens. Any ideas you 
have would be appreciated. 

Continued on page 4.

Editor’s 2¢

Greetings Everyone,
I hope you all had a very good Christmas and are enjoying the start of the New 
Year.  Marila and I have taken a break from the fabulous Florida weather and we 
are basking in the northern sun at 30 to 35 degrees.  We were fortunate enough to 
hitch a ride to the airport with a fellow garden club member and his wife, Tom and 
Gayle. They, like several other members, headed north to celebrate the holidays 
with family. Although we are enjoying our visit with friends and family we still 
look forward to heading home to the warmer temperatures soon. 
I am glad that so many of you were able to make it to the Christmas club social. 
The camaraderie and social interaction were wonderful and many people got to 
know each other better. There was plenty of delicious food and deserts brought by 
members which contributed to the good time and good cheer of the evening. 
As you are aware we had a very active and successful year. There were many 
excellent speakers at our meetings and some very good field trips. All of those 
who participated in our work sessions learned a lot about plant propagation and 
micro irrigation from the members. Throughout the process you all contributed 
to the successful propagation of the numerous plants grown. Because of that, we 
had three lucrative plant sales. I want to thank the plant propagation committee 
for organizing the plant sales and maintaining the grow site with our members. I 
have thanked Elaine Miller for use of her property for our December plant sale. 
This prime location has contributed to our success.  A thank you to all that helped 
transplant our orphan and homeless plants at Elaine’s lot. She is very appreciative 
of the plants we had her adopt and has thanked us for our generosity. Also, a very 
special thanks go to Paul for letting us use his yard for this project and his daily 
nurturing of the plants throughout the year.
Because of the increase in funds in our treasury this year we have started a 
committee for community projects. The group will be involved in finding activities 
for members to select from. We will then vote on them to approve the authorization 
of funds to support the chosen projects. At the last meeting we approved the 
scholarship for Lemon Bay High School and voted and approved a project for 
the Lemon Bay Conservancy’s Wild Flower Preserve. On Saturday, December  
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foods flow down the stem to the wound and then build up these. Thus, 
they serve as a stockpile of energy for cells in the area. And these cells 
need this energy if they are to generate roots.

Layering, then, induces the growth of new roots from stem material. But 
it does so without the hurried sense of impending doom that occurs when 
you completely remove  a branch. Since the process is so moderate, it 
makes propagating large plant parts possible. It’s reliable and is often used 
when a particular plant is difficult to root from cuttings. It’s practiced 
mostly by amateurs since very few plants result. But it’s easy for the 
amateur since sophisticated equipment isn’t necessary and large quantities 
and great speed aren’t important.

Most forms of layering involve bending a plant part so that it comes in 
contact with the soil. Air layering is precisely the same except the soil is 
brought to the plant. So it’s used for plants with large or rigid branches 
that are several feet above the ground.

Air layering, under the name of marcottage, is probably the oldest 
form of asexual propagation. The Chinese engaged in it centuries ago. 
They developed it in order to reproduce very rare trees and shrubs and 
mastered its arts by applying enormous patience. In a nutshell, it was 
very difficult for them to maintain a relatively constant and moderated 
level of moisture in soil wrapped around a branch several feet above the 
ground. It’s still difficult, but much easier today. Polyethylene plastic has 
made layering much simpler. And the widespread availability of powerful 
rooting hormones has speeded up the process and made it less perilous for 
the layered part and less time consuming for propagation.

This article, which will be in two parts, is presented at this time in 
anticipation of the spring and early summer period. Layering during this 
time allows the plant a long active period during which it can set new 
roots. If you wait until the fall, the layered part could lie dormant through 
the winter and will begin to grow only in the spring. However, really cold 
weather in winter is not a given in southwest Florida. As I write this on 
Christmas Eve our daytime temperatures have been close to 80°F and 
nighttime temperatures are around 60°F. It is therefore possible to air 
layer in the fall in our area, with the understanding that it is somewhat 
more risky than in the spring.

Another part of air layering is that you choose healthy, relatively young 
growth to work with. Very old, woody or diseased parts of the plant will 
be much slower to produce roots. Choose also a point just below the leafy 
portion you wish to remove. If you are working with a large plant, such as 
a ficus that has lost its lower leaves, layer only about 18 inches of the top. 
Trying to salvage more of the plant will make its survival less certain when 
it is eventually potted separately. New roots that you are going to try to 
produce will be small and fragile, even after months layering. They can’t be 

 Air Layering      – from page 1.

expected to supply a large branch 
with nutrients and water unless 
you give lots of time to develop. 
Think small and you’ll have a better 
chance of success.

After you’ve decided on a portion 
of branch or stem, you have to 
wound it somehow. There are 
several methods for do so. The 
simplest and most versatile way 
is to make an angled slice about 
one-inch long, halfway through the 
branch. Simple slits of this kind can 
be used with any kind of branch, 
no matter how small. Be careful 
not to cut too deeply or the branch 
will break off, leaving you with a 
cutting rather than a layer.

Simple slice wounds of this kind 
will heal before they root unless 
you pry them open permanently. 
Many growers use moist wads of 
sphagnum moss for this purpose, 
simply sliding a bit of it between 
the surfaces of the slice. Others 
use toothpicks or bits of wood. 
It doesn’t make much difference 
what you use as long as it holds the 
wound open without breaking the 
branch.

A second popular method of 
wounding is used on branches and 
stems that have distinct bark layers. 
It’s called ringing and involves 
removing a band of bark about 1-
inch wide from the plant.

The continuation of this article will 
appear in the February issue of The 
Gardening News. 

Air Layering – continued from left

See you at the 

Annual Luncheon

Tuesday, January 10,

starting at Noon.
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Saikei
This little article is designed to give you some information about Saikei so you you will 
be better able to appreciate his demonstration and presentation.

Saikei literally translates as “planted landscape”. It is the art of creating tray landscapes 
that combine miniature living trees with soil, rocks, and related vegetation (think 
groundcover) in a single tray or similar container. A saikei landscape will remind the 
viewer of a natural landscape through its overall topography, choice of ground materials 
and the plant species used in its planting.

Saikei is a descendant of the Japanese arts of bonsai, bonseki and bonkei. A typical saikei 
is contained in a large ceramic tray with low sides. Mr. Mahoney is always on the lookout 
for such trays at a reasonable price because they are difficult to find. Within the tray, 
rocks and soil are arranged to suggest a natural landscape, often modeled on a specific 
type of real landscape like a seaside or a mountain path. Small living trees are planted in 
the soil and may be arranged to emphasize perspective, for example with smaller trees to 
the rear of the display. The trees themselves are similar to, but usually much less elaborate 
than, bonsai trees. They are selected and cultivated to look like mature trees that match 
the simulated landscape they grow in. Non-tree plant specimens may also grow in the 
saikei, such as ground cover or other small plants that help evoke the landscape.

Saikei differs from the related Japanese arts forms in some key ways. Toshio Kawamoto 
(the founder of the saikei form) “was adamant that his living landscapes were not 
bonsai”, citing saikei rules such as the mandatory use of stones, and the placement of 
trees and roots above the rim of the tray. Bonsai uses stones as the base for a tree or 
trees in the root-over-rock style (Sekijoju) and growing-in-a-rock (Ishizuke) styles, 
but does not form landscapes from mixed stones and soil. The shape of the ground is 
very important in saikei, where it is reduced or non-existent importance in bonsai. In 
general, saikei concentrates on the evocation of a natural living landscape, rather than the 
character of individual trees as emphasized in bonsai.

The arts of bonseki and bonkei also depict miniature landscapes in trays, but do not 
incorporate living trees or other flora. In bonseki, simple landscapes are portrayed on 
flat trays using sand and stones. In bonkei, rocks and sculptable materials (e.g., cement) 
are formed into hill and mountains rising out of ground material like sand and gravel. 
Miniature figures of people, animals, buildings, and other outdoor elements may be 
placed on a bonkei but would be out of place on a saikei. The presence of living materials 
means saikei are challenging to preserve and display relative to bonkei. 

President’s message
— from page 2.

17th, Tom, John, Paul and I visited 
Wild Flower Preserve to assess the 
site where we plan to build an outdoor 
classroom area. During the next month 
we will be looking for volunteers from our 
membership to help with the construction 
of the benches and platform. Several other 
projects are being considered and will be 
discussed at future meetings.

I hope that you are planning to attend 
our Annual Luncheon on January 10th at 
the Boca Royale Golf and Country Club. 
The luncheon will begin at noon, and 
be followed by a presentation from Hal 
Mahoney on Saikei (planted landscape). 
Hal is a club member and an expert and 
avid enthusiast in the field of Bonsai. This 
will prove to be a very ironformative and 
enjoyable talk. 

We are planning a surprise field trip for 
our February meeting. I will talk about 
this as soon as plans are developed.

I want to thank each and every one of 
you for contributing to a very productive, 
successful and re bonseki warding year for 
our club. Also, thank you for sharing your 
gardening knowledge with me and other 
members of the club. We all have benefited 
from this.

I wish you all the best for a very happy and 
healthy New Year.
Jim

Dormant Plants Will Come Back In Spring

After our warm December we can expect some cooler weather in January and February. 
Our lawns will go dormant when the weather turns cold. Most plants, including grass, 
growth and metabolism is reduced. Bermuda, Bahia and St. Augustine may actually turn 
brown. Dormancy is a natural state that protects the plant until the weather warms.
Cultural practices that promote cold 
injury are poor drainage, over-watering, 
excessive fall fertilizing, thatch buildup, 
insufficient potassium in the fertilizer 
applied, growing in too much shade and 
mowing too short.

Improper irrigation practices are a source 
of many lawn problems.  Train your grass 
to be sturdier and more drought tolerant 
by watering only when it needs moisture. 

By watering less, often the roots grow 
deeper and are better able to handle stress. 
Dormancy reduces the need for water as 
the roots are unable to absorb moisture 
in the same way as when they are actively 
growing. In the winter, every two or three 
weeks is usually sufficient applying only ¾ 
inch of water at each application.

Fertilizer should not be applied now until 
the danger of frost has passed which is 

usually the end of February.

Redness in the leaf blades reflects low 
potassium. Select a fertilizer that includes 
minor nutrients and has at least 30% of 
the nitrogen (N) and potassium (K) in a 
slow release form. These slow release fertil-
izers are safer environmentally, because 
they are less likely to leach nitrogen into 
ground or surface water. Because most of 
our soils are high in phosphorous (P), se-
lect a fertilizer that is low in that element, 
but has potassium equal to or greater than 
the nitrogen.

As the temperatures start to rise towards 
the end of February and early March you 
should see new growth appear. Their win-
ter sleep is over. Enjoy the new growth.
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L
Larva  The often wormlike state of an insect. The stage between egg and adult that is often most   
 harmful to foliage plants.

Last frost date  The calendar date when the last hard frost in spring can be expected. The actual date is a   
 mean taken from weather records of previous years, and varies in each part of the country.

Lateral bud A growing point located along the side of a branch, generally at the junction of the leafstalk and 
the stem.

Latex  A free–flowing, milky–white fluid which exudes from plants such as Euphorbia milii and Ficus 
elastica if the stems are cut or damaged. See also bleeding.

Layering The act of rooting branches or stems that are still attached (physically) to the parent plant.

Leach  To remove the soluble constituents of the soil by washing or rinsing.

Leader  The main stem of a plant or tree. If the leader is damaged, the uppermost, side shoot often takes 
over as the apex (growing tip of the plant.

Leaf The energy–producing organ of the plant. Light striking the green part of the leaf starts the process of 
photosynthesis. Sepals, petals, tendrils and bracts are thought to be modified leaves. In most cactii, the 
stems take over the function of leaves.

Leaflet  Individual blade on a compound leaf. The segment of a leaf the stalk of which branches into at 
least two distinct parts.

Leaf mold Partially decayed leaves used in potting mixtures to provide nutrients, bacterial activity and an 
open, free–draining consistency. More correctly known as humus, it may be difficult to buy but it can be 
found under deciduous trees (leaf litter) or made by composting fallen leaves.

Leaf node The point of intersection of a leaf and the stem from which it develops.

Leafstalk Also called petiole. The leaf ’s stem. The part between the joint on the stem to which the leaf is 
attached and the blade.

Leaf succulent  A plant that stores water in thick, fleshy leaves.

Legume A plant belonging to the pea family, often characterized by its ability to add nitrogen to the soil.

Lip The lower petal of an orchid flower, which usually has been modified to act as the landing pad for a 
pollinating insect.

Loam  A fairly general term used to describe any soil mixture which has a preponderance of sand or 
clay. It is a useful, varied mix of all grades of soil.

Lobed  A leaf sporting rounded projections in outline.

Long–day plant A plant that won’t flower unless it experiences an extended series of days during which it 
receives more than twelve hours of sunlight each day.
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M

Macro-nutrients The major elements essential for plant growth. Plants draw carbon, hydrogen and 
oxygen from the air and water. The principal other macro-nutrients, which they get from the soil, are 
nitrogen, phosphorus and potassium and to a lesser degree sulfur, calcium and magnesium. See also 
complete fertilizer; micro-nutrients; primary nutrients; secondary nutrients.

Male parent The plant from which pollen is taken for use in cross–pollinating different plants.

Mallet cuttings Leaf cuttings that include a small section of the attached stem above and below the leaf 
node.

Manure  Generally an animal manure, the most common source of nitrogen for composting. Cow, 
horse and poultry manures are the most readily available. Dog and cat droppings may contain disease 
organisms that affect humans and should not be included in compost that may be used for food plants. 
See also green manure.

Margin  The border of a leaf or flower petal. This may be lobed or toothed, or of a different color to the 
main body of the leaf or flower.

Mealy bug A small, soft-bodied sucking insect whose body is covered with cottony tufts. Most kinds of 
mealy bugs are white and feed on leaves and stems, but root mealy bugs are gray and feed on toots and 
rootstocks, usually not far below the surface of the soil. Since they are killed by a hard frost, mealy bugs 
are most troublesome on indoor or greenhouse plants and in warm climates.

Micro-climate  Local conditions caused by a plant or group of plants. Plants develop their own micro-
climates by shading, cooling and offering physical protection from wind.

Micro-nutrients Mineral elements needed by plants in extremely small quantities. Also known as trace 
elements, these are rarely deficient in ordinary soil, but are needed when growing plants hydroponically. 
Examples of micro-nutrients include copper, zinc and molybdenum.

Midrib  The vein or line running down the middle of a leaf.

Milled sphagnum Finely ground sphagnum moss. This has antibiotic effects and is added to seed 
germinating medium because it is useful in dealing with damping off (a fungus that attacks seedlings).

Minor bulbs This is a landscaping term used to describe certain bulbs with relatively small blossoms that are 
used more as “fillers” than as showpiece plantings.

Mineral A substance vital to the functions of living tissues. A vitamin. An inorganic element.

Molt  Shedding of the outer skin by an insect, which grows a new skin to replace it.

Moss rose A type of rose that has fine hairs covering its sepals and stems. The tip of each hair exudes a 
scented oil and, as a result, moss roses always have a fragrance.

Muck soil Muddy soil that contains a lot of organic matter so it is highly fertile but it drains poorly. It is 
generally not recommended for use in gardens.
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N
Native  A plant that grows naturally in a particular region and was not introduced from some other 

area.

Naturalized 1.  A term used to describe a plant that grows without assistance and reproduces in an area other 
than its native region. For example, many roadside wildflowers, such as oxeye daisy, Leucanthemum 
vulgare, are European natives that have naturalized in the United States.

  2.  A term used to describe garden plants such as daffodils that spread by themselves and persist 
for years with no human care or intervention.

Nectar  A sweet dew produced by flowers to help attract insects. While searching for the nectar, insects 
inadvertently brush against the pollen and perform a useful task.

Neem  A nontoxic botanical insecticide derived from the neem tree, Azadirarchta indica.
Nematode 1.  Also called roundworm and eelworm. A microscopic, parasitic, root-damaging, unsegmented 

worm. Nematodes can be devastating, hard to get rid of and rather disgusting. 
  2.  A minute, parasitic, wormlike organism that improves soil aeration and decomposes organic 

matter. Sometimes parasitic on plants.

New York Botanical Garden (NYBG) A 250-acre institution founded in 1891 by a Columbia University 
botanist who was inspired by the Royal Botanic Gardens at Kew. The NYBG located in the northern 
section of the Bronx, comprises dramatic rock outcroppings, wetlands, ponds, a cascading waterfall 
and a 40-acre tract of uncut forest typical of that which once covered New York City. It also boasts the 
nation’s most beautiful Victorian glasshouse, the Enid A. Haupt conservatory.

Nitrogen fixation The conversion of bacteria of inorganic nitrogen compounds into those organic 
nitrogen compounds able to be absorbed by a plant.

Nocturnal Having flowers that open at night.

Node  The point where leaves or branches attach to the main stem. Often enlarged, nodes are also the 
place where cuttings send out new roots.

Nodules A small knot like protuberance such as those found on the roots of certain legumes.

Nucleus The part of a cell that contains the chromosomes.

Nut  A type of fruit consisting of a hard leathery shell enclosing a seed , or kernel, that is often edible. 
See also fruit.

Nutrient Something that provides nourishment. In horticulture, a nutrient is a substance needed to carry 
out life support systems. Used interchangeably with mineral.

Nymph The immature but adult–resembling stage of some insects (aphids, for example). 
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O
Offset, also Offshoot A shoot developing off the side of the base of a plant. These frequently display their own 

root systems and can be easily separated to start new plants.

Ovary  The basal part of the flower in which the seeds are formed. The ovary wall becomes the fruit 
wall. See also flower, fruit.

Overpotting Growing a plant in a pot that is too large for its root system, presumably in the hope that it will 
not be necessary to transplant. The more likely result is that the roots will rot.

P
Palmate A term applied to compound leaves with several leaflets arranged fanwise from a common point, 

shaped like a hand. See also compound leaf.
Panicle  A type of inflorescence consisting of a large branched cluster of flowers, each with a number of 

stalked flowers, e.g., Syringo sp., most grasses. See also inflorescence.

Parasite Any organism that grows, feeds on and is sheltered by a different organism while contributing 
nothing to the well-being of its host. E.g., root-knot nematode. Fungi frequently must be parasitic to live 
and are quite damaging to the plants they visit.

Pasteurize To heat to a high temperature in order to destroy all the harmful microorganisms it contains but 
not the useful ones.

Patching out A procedure followed when transplanting very small seedlings. Instead of trying to extract one 
plantlet at a time from the seed flat, small groups are “patched out” and potted together.

Peat  Decomposed plant material of the genus Sphagnum. Peat products also may include other 
decomposing swamp plants.

Peat moss The partially decomposed remains of sphagnum moss used as a plant food and mulch. 
Horticultural peat.

Peat pot A pot made of compressed, dried peat fiber, often used for starting plants. Roots can grow 
through the side of a peat pot when it is moist.

Pedicel  A small stalk bearing a single flower that develops off a peduncle.
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Red Maple

Horticultural name: Acer rubrum, Acer 
(A-sir): classical Latin name rubrum 
(RUE-brum: red.

Size: up to 40 feet tall in Florida, up to 
120 feet elsewhere.

Growth rate: fast.

Habit of growth: upright tree.

Foliage: deciduous tree; green, three-
lobed leaves, turning a very colorful 
red to yellow in fall.

Fruit: bright red in January, winged.

Flowers: bright red from December to 
January.

Landscape uses: a specimen tree for 
seasonal color; natural woodland set-
tings, wet areas.

Native habitat: temperate United States; 
USDA Zones 3–10b.

Light requirement: full sun.

Soil requirement: variable; shallow 
rooted; low fertility requirements.

Water requirement: very good for wet 
area; low drought tolerance.

Salt tolerance: not tolerant.

Culture: generally transplants best when 
dormant; apply fertilizer in late 
winter.

Pests: some aphids, cottony maple scale 
and gall diseases.

Problems: relatively short.

Remarks: A good shade tree for wet areas. 
Beautiful red color in the fall. Many 
cultivars are available with spectacular 
foliage. A very attractive tree origi-
nally from Eastern North America. 
Related to the other Florida maple, 
which holds on to its dead leaves in 
the winter while red maple is bare. 

Ideas are like rabbits. You get a 
couple and learn how to handle 
them, and pretty soon you 
have a dozen.

— John Steinbeck

Do Native Plants Need Fertilizer?

Many gardeners fertilize their landscape plants two or three times annually. And while 
many apply fertilizer to both natives and non-natives, a significant number of gardeners 
withhold it from their native plants.

Which group is doing the right thing? Well, it depends on the circumstances. There’s 
little question about the opinion of most native-plant specialists, however.

Ruffino Osorio, author of “A Gardener’s 
Guide to Floridas Native Plants,” says a 
bit of fertilizer is OK, but he strongly 
recommends against routine fertilization 
of natives.

He has good reasons too, including the 
likelihood that fertilizer will increase 
maintenance chores by causing excessive 
growth that requires pruning. Such lush 
growth, he points out, can also cause na-
tive plants to lose their “character.”

Finally, he says, fertilizer isn’t good for the 
environment. It can destroy beneficial soil 
fungi and degrade water sources

Part of the basis for native–plant authori-
ties’ arguments against fertilizer obviously 
rests on the belief that gardeners invariably 
choose native plants that match the condi-
tions in their gardens. But that’s unrealistic 
because plant lovers, even those who favor 
natives, are influenced by numerous char-
acteristics including flower color, length of 
blooming season, deciduous versus non-
deciduous and so on. Perfect compatibility 
with the site may not be the first criterion. 
And for native plants that are only margin-
ally to their location, regular fertilization 
can make a positive difference.

Another factor that must be weighed is 
the typically slow growth of certain na-
tives. Take, for example the Florida state 
tree, the cabbage palm (Sabal palmetto). 

Gardeners reported that seedling cab-
bage palms seemed to take decades before 
beginning to form trunks. For this reason, 
even palm fanciers, hesitate to grow these 
noble plants, especially from seed. But 
with quarterly applications of fertilizer 
and regular irrigation, seedling cabbage 
palms grow rapidly, making a profound 
impact in the landscape within a few years.

The same holds true for Florida’s best and 
most attractive shade tree, the Southern 
live oak (Quercus virginiana). It has a well 
deserved reputation for slow growth — a 
liability that convinces most homeowners 
to choose faster growing laurel oaks for 
their landscapes. And though laurel oaks 
are fine trees, they are short-lived and less 
wind resistant, and they provide less shade 
due to their upright growth habit.

But the solution is simple. If fertilized 
regularly and irrigated during dry periods, 
Southern live oaks grow splendidly, 
quickly becoming handsome shade trees.

How then do we answer the question 
about wether native plants require fer-
tilization or should be fertilized? Many 
native plants grow satisfactorily without 
fertilizer but in many cases you have to put 
up with rather slow growth. If your happy 
with that you probably shouldn’t fertilize. 
On the other hand it can pay to bend the 
rules and apply modest amounts of fertil-
izer for some species.  

Peppers In Your Garden
This is just a list of some of the peppers you can grow in your gardens and how hot they 
are. I will do a more extensive article this spring on Florida garden vegetables.

Thai and other Asian chilies – Very hot, nutty flavor.
Habaneros – Very, very hot with a marvelous, fruity quality.
Serranos – Quite hot, used in piquant salsa and flavoring casseroles, stews or eggs.
Anaheims – Mild and meaty, add flavor to vegetables without much heat.
Pasilla – Mild and raisin like (pasilla means “little raisin”) in Spanish, smoky.
Jalapeños – Hot, particularly delicious in salsa and pickeled. 


